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CLIMATE, CARBON & KANSAS:  
The Conservative Challenge  

Building wind generators helps in the transi-
tion to renewable energy, but the quickest way 
to cut back on fossil fuel is to use less energy 
altogether, said Nancy Jackson, executive 
director of the Climate & Energy Project (CEP) 
and keynote speaker at the 2009 an-
nual meeting of the Salina League of 
Women Voters, Saturday, April 4. 
Simple choices can have a great effect 
on energy use, she noted. A refrigerator 
is usually the biggest energy user in a 
home, so buying an efficient model 
saves kilowatts. However, a plasma TV 
uses even more energy than a fridge, 
while an LCD TV uses only a small fraction of 
the energy. So choosing an LCD over a plasma 
TV can make an enormous difference. 

Jackson, who lives in Lawrence, discussed 
her experience with negotiations among repre-
sentatives from several Midwestern states in 
designing potential “cap-and-trade” rules which 
would put a limit on greenhouse gas emissions 

and allow businesses to buy and sell their emis-
sion rights.  In this way, businesses would have 
a market incentive to reduce emissions.  

Jackson noted that the much-promoted 
“clean coal” is still at least twenty years in the 

future.  She readily answered questions on 
a wide array of energy-related topics, as 
the sixteen members and five guests in 
attendance joined the discussion after the 
League’s business meeting and lunch at 
the Salina Country Club.   
She also introduced the “Take Charge 
Challenge” – a contest sponsored by CEP 
with five Kansas communities competing 

over the next year for the title of “Most Conser-
vative Town in Kansas” - determined by the 
greatest drop in local energy use. 

CEP is a project of Salina’s Land Institute.  
Jackson called attention to the vast resources 
at the CEP website:  climateandenergy.org. 

—Ann Zimmerman 
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AS SPRING DIGS ITSELF OUT 
OF THE SNOW, LEAGUE ACTIVITY 
IS HOPPING as usual.  The second 
Candidate’s Forum of this school 
year gave many League mem-
bers important work on March 25; 
and the April 4 Annual Meeting 
was a great success, with more 
than a third of our membership, 
as well as several guests, engag-
ing in a lively discussion with key 
note speaker Nancy Jackson 
(see page 1).  Congratulations 
and thanks to new or re-elected 
board members, Margaret Wyatt, 
Kaye Crawford and Janice Norlin.  I 
was elected president for the first time 
(after being appointed by the board last 
year after the death of president Mary 
Anne Powell).  Carla Strand was re-
elected Vice President, and Janice 
Norlin is now secretary.  Thanks to all 

who participated in the Annual Meeting 
and especially to those taking on lead-
ership positions.   

A privilege of my job as president 
is the ability to appoint a few additional 
board members.  If you receive a call 
from me, I hope you’ll consider taking 
on that job.  Our board of directors is a 
good group. 

At the Annual Meeting, I outlined 
some of my goals for the League dur-
ing my term.  First, I hope we can in-
crease our membership, adding both 
individuals who are retired and younger 
members as well.  Retired members 
have the flexibility in their schedule to 
take on tasks not possible by many 
who have to go to work every day; but 
younger members ensure longevity 
and energy vital to the League. 

During my time as president, I 
hope we can produce a calendar to 
keep our League on track with all the 
events that demand action each year.  
If we can plan ahead for regularly 
scheduled events – such as January 
program planning, annual meeting in 
the spring, candidate forums before 
elections, the county fair and member-
ship meeting in late summer—we can 
more easily react to emerging issues 
we could not have anticipated. 

I hope to hold a new member ori-
entation in the next few months – we 
have many new members who may not 

have a full knowledge of the 
League’s proud history and power-
ful present. A new member orien-
tation can be paired with a social 
event for all members – another of 
my goals.  Watch for this chance to 
meet and get to know your fellow 
League members in a fun and in-
formal setting. 
   This past year has been a busy 
one for the League:  Last fall be-
gan with the provocative discus-

sion, led by Dr. Paula Fried, of race 
and class divisions in the Salina com-
munity.  Lunch and Learn programs 
covered important topics – school cli-
mate improvements at Central High; 
the proposed (and later approved) 
sales tax; the CityGo bus system im-
plemented to good success; the Schil-
ling area water pollution issue; housing 
challenges in Salina; and the push by 
Friends of the River to beautify the 
Smoky Hill River channel through town.  
We held two candidate forums with the 
Salina Area Chamber of Commerce; 
and at the informal January program 
planning meeting, we decided to pro-
mote improved City-County relations 
and encourage energy conservation in 
Salina. The Annual Meeting was the 
encouraging culmination of the year’s 
activities. 

Democracy is a big job, and the 
more of us that dive in to participate, 
the better the result.  That is the hy-
pothesis of the American experiment.  
Be a part of our energetic and capable 
membership, and help us do great 
things. 

—Ann Zimmerman 
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League members had coffee, but their 
conversation had punch. 
 In a change from January Program 
Planning meetings in recent years, 
League members met over hot drinks at 
Mokas downtown on January 31 to dis-
cuss the Salina League’s direction for the 
coming year. 

COMMITTEES FORMED TO AD-

DRESS LOCAL ISSUES 

 Individual members listed local is-
sues of importance to them, then dis-
cussed these in small groups.  With Presi-
dent Ann Zimmerman facilitating, each 
group reported to the whole gathering.  
The issues ranged from energy conserva-
tion and youth gangs to issues of how to 
assist our neighbors in need, and how to 
encourage civic discourse between city 
and county officials. 
 Emerging from the meeting were two 
committees. 

E�ERGY CO�SERVATIO� 

 The first, to be chaired by Ardean 
Maxey, was charged with investigating 
how the city and local citizens can con-
serve energy and what resources are 
available to assist them toward that goal.  
Others on the committee are Joan Jack-
son, Gina McDonald, and they will use 
information available to them through the 
Land Institute’s Climate and Energy Pro-
ject and its extensive and well-researched 
website. 

CITY-COU�TY COOPERATIO� 

A�D RESPECTFUL DISCOURSE 

 The second committee, chaired by 
president Ann Zimmerman, is to plan a 
joint meeting with the city and county to 
encourage a respectful, ongoing exchange 
of ideas between the two governing bod-
ies and to look for ways that cooperation 
between the two entities can lead to effi-
ciencies and cost savings.  The purchase 
of paper was suggested as an example.  
Other members of the committee include 
Gina McDonald, Kaye Crawford and Jan 
Mendell. 
 By publicizing these issues in the 
Voter, members hoped to garner addi-
tional participants for the two commit-
tees.  
 The other important issues are al-
ready being addressed by organizations 
other than the League, according to dis   

    cussion at the meeting.  A full-fledged    
    study was rejected for this year, in the 
     recognition that there is not a member  
    or members with the time and energy  
    available to take on that major chal 
    lenge this year.  No existing position  
   was singled out for revision or elimina        
    tion. 

STATE ISSUES 

 A second task of the morning’s 
gathering was to recommend to the 
state League what issues should be their 
focus for the coming year. 
 After discussion, the group de-
cided to recommend a study of “how to 
provide health care coverage for all 
Kansas citizens.” There was only 
slightly less support for a study of “how 
the state can conserve energy” to avoid 
the need to generate additional power. 
 Wage issues, including equal 
wages for men and women and raising 
the state minimum wage, were impor-
tant to several attendees but fell short of 
the support needed to make recommen-
dations to the LWV of Kansas. 
 The Kansas League will deter-
mine its focus for the year at its Con-
vention in Great Bend on May 2.  Local 
members are urged to attend that event. 

SURVEY OF MEMBER I�TER-

ESTS SUGGESTED 

 The final discussion at the Pro-
gram Planning meeting surrounded a 
suggestion that each League member be 
asked to take a survey determining his 
or her areas of primary interest.  With 
this information, project planners for 
the League would have a better idea of 
which members might be most inter-
ested in undertaking projects, and it 
would allow members to become in-
volved in the matters that inspire them 
the most.  No one was put in charge of 
this effort, but it warrants further con-
sideration by the board of directors. 
 Twelve members and one guest were 
present.  Members included Kaye 
Crawford, Alene DeVore, Joan Jack-
son, Janet Juhnke, Eloise Lynch, 
Ardean Maxey, Gina McDonald, Jan 
Mendell, Marge Mintun, Ted Mintun, 
Carla Strand, Ann Zimmerman; City 
commission candidate Samantha Angell 
attended as a guest. 

Program Planning Meeting  
Wrap-Up 

Most local Leagues around Kansas 
also held Program Planning meetings in 
January.  Let’s take a look at the out-
comes of a couple of those meetings, as 
reported in their recent newsletters and 
emails. 

The League of Women Voters of 

Johnson County had already started a 
study of poverty in their county.  Their 
decision was to recommend to the mem-
bership at the annual meeting that that 
study continue for another year.  Those 
present at the Program Planning Meeting 
“thought that the state of the economy 
could lead to even more hardship during 
the next year, resulting in both continued 
generational poverty and an increase in 
situational poverty due to increased num-
bers of people losing their jobs. The 
study will include how the transportation, 
housing, health care and education poli-
cies affect poverty in Johnson County.” 

Their meeting also discussed what 
informational programs they would hold 
for members and the public. “These in-
clude how tax money is appropriated and 
allocated, updating the position on a liv-
ing wage, updating the mass transit posi-
tion, impact of foreclosures in Johnson 
County, impact of the financial crisis, 
availability of juvenile services and ex-
pansion of health care, and how vacan-
cies in offices such as District Attorney 
are filled.” 

With regard to recommended state 
studies or updates, they “plan to suggest 
to the State Board that they consider a 
study for next year on a state energy plan 
or revising how primary elections are 
conducted.” 

The League of Women Voters of 

Manhattan-Riley County found that 
“there is interest among Manhattan mem-
bers for a study on worker health and 
safety to include such issues as a state-
wide ban on smoking and other indoor 
air pollutants. The study should be broad 
enough to address worker health and 
safety in general, and not narrowly con-
fined to just this one issue.” 

In light of statewide budget cuts and 
the current economic downturn, Manhat-
tan-Riley County members decided that 

Program Planning Notes 

from Across the State 

Continued at Page 4 
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Programming Planning from 

Across the State: Cont. from Page 3 

Most local the state League would do 
better “to focus limited League energy 
and time on advocacy for current posi-
tions rather than to begin a new study. 
The tendency in tough economic times is 
to focus on short-term solutions that are 
often more costly over time in terms of 
human, environmental and economic 
factors. The League should encourage 
Legislators to consider the long-term 
consequences of their decisions and to 
seek sustainable solutions.”  In particular, 
advocacy on the following issues will be 
important:  Meeting Basic Human �eeds 
(such as home and community based 
services for frail elderly and disabled);  
Mental Health Care (the recent closings 
of some community mental health cen-
ters are likely to increase pressure on law 
enforcement and other state services); 
Education (an educated populace is 
healthier, more resilient, and results in 
fewer incarcerations); Environment 
(short term economic solutions can lead 
to very expensive long term conse-
quences or possibly even devastating 
environmental problems); Electoral Col-
lege (assuming an LWVUS position is 
forthcoming, we would like to see advo-
cacy for the National Popular Vote). 

Manhattan-Riley County League of 

Women Voters also recommended that 
the state League consider “educating 
members about our current positions. 
Several state League positions were 
adopted decades ago 
and many current 
members are not 
familiar with the 
background or his-
tory of the posi-
tions.” 

 The Wichita-

Metro League of 

Women Voters plans 
to study Home 
Schooling.  They found that nearly every-
one they asked considered there to be 
problems with the current home school-
ing.  The Wichita area had a recent 
homeschooling case that made the Sedg-
wick County legislative delegation want 
to know more about what happens with 
home schooled children   

COME TO CONVENTION 2009 
“WINDS OF CHANGE” 

 On Saturday, May 2 Leaguers 
from around Kansas will gather at the 
Highland Hotel in Great Bend to 
elect officers; choose a new study; 
hear about National programming 
from Stephanie Johnson, LWVUS 
Liaison; and network with others 
about what is happening in each of 
your Leagues.  Everyone has had 
some important successes this year to 
share, and everyone will benefit 
when we celebrate our wealth of wis-
dom and experience with each other.  
Dr. Scott Brantley, Great Bend Chi-
ropractor, will be the keynote speaker 
relating his experiences in installing 
and operating his own wind turbine. 
 League members from Eastern 
Kansas may want to spend Friday 
night in the hotel.  By arriving late 
Friday afternoon, you can plan to 

visit Cheyenne Bottoms, a fascinat-
ing wildlife refuge, just outside Great 
Bend before sunset.  Then you can 
join Board members for special en-
tertainment in one our rooms.  The 
Board hopes to have representation 
from all Leagues, and we want every-
one to leave Convention with a 
greater appreciation of what League 
is and does.  And, we want you to 
have fun.  There will be prizes! 
 Convention registration details 
($55 registration fee) are in the up-
coming April LWVK KA�SAS 
VOTER.  Your Local League Presi-
dent also has a registration form and 
car pool information. 
 I hope to see many of you in Great 

Bend.  You will be glad you came. 
     
   - Diane Kuhn  

City-County Consolidation 
Salina League Receives Pennsylvania Study 

      An economic development group 

in Pennsylvania has written an 83-

page study of city-county consolida-

tion, finding examples from around 

the country.  After reading of the 

study in a Sa-

lina Journal 

e d i t o r i a l , 

League presi-

dent Ann 

Zimmerman 

has obtained a 

copy of the 

study and the link to the online ver-

sion.  Please contact her directly if 

you would like a copy or the online 

link (the link is too long to include 

here). 

     The Salina League began a study 

of Salina-Saline County consolidation 

two or three years ago but found that 

without cooperation from both gov-

ernment entities, the study could not 

be successful.  For that reason, the 

outcome of the study was to recom-

mend that a joint task force of city 

and county officials and residents 

study the issue.  The city has ex-

pressed willingness to do so, but most 

county commissioners have not been 

willing to consider even a study of the 

consolidation issue. 

     The Salina Journal, long a propo-

nent of at least studying consolida-

tion, has brought up the issue again as 

the city and county sparred over the 

use of Kenwood and Oakdale Parks. 
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   Troy Vancil and League member 

Paul Fried painted a picture for the 

Lunch and Learn crowd of the possi-

bilities of a revitalized Smoky Hill 

River channel through downtown Sa-

lina.  The March 10 program showed 

before-and-after photos of river chan-

nel renovations in such cities as Estes 

Park, Colorado, Sioux Falls, South 

Dakota, and Pueblo, New Mexico.  

The same person who designed those 

impressive projects is working with 

Friends of the River, a group of pri-

vate donors in Salina, to make a mas-

ter plan for major improvements to the 

river channel. The channel was cut off 

as a part of flood-control efforts after 

Salina's severe 1951 flood.  The goal 

of Friends of the River is to make the 

river accessible to pedestrians and at-

tractive to citizens, visitors and busi-

nesses, leading to economic and health 

benefits to the local community.  Ac-

cording to Vancil, experience with 

these other cities showed that every 

dollar of investment resulted in several 

dollars of local tax receipts and eco-

nomic development.  Friends of the 

River is making numerous public pres-

entations as a preliminary step toward 

the long-term goal of renovation and 

beautification. 

     The March 10 program was the 

last Lunch and Learn event for this 

school year.  Lunch and Learn is an 

educational project of the Salina 

League of Women Voters.  Programs 

are scheduled for six months of the 

year, on the second Tuesday of Sep-

tember, October, November, January, 

February and March.  Stay tuned for 

next season’s announcements of Lunch 

and Learn. 

Lunch and Learn  

Revisited 

 In February,  the League of 
Women Voters celebrated its 89 
years of service and impact in com-
munities across the country and re-
newed its commitment to keep de-
mocracy strong in 2009. 
 In Salina, the League of Women 
Voters has been an important part of 
the community for more than 50 
years. We can stay strong by having 
an active, involved membership. 
 There are many reasons why the 
League is important: 
       •  Democracy requires informed 
and active voters which makes 
Leagues guardians of freedom in our 
nation. 
       • The League remains the most 
successful training ground for women 
leaders--who become key players in 
our communities, states and the na-
tion thanks to the skills they acquire 
in the League. 
 Help keep democracy strong by 
getting involved with your local 
League! If you're already a member, 
forward this newletter to friends and 
ask them to get involved and help 

inspire others. 

Making a  
Difference 

League Celebrates  
89 Years 

 

Meet The Members 

In this issue and the next, 
we want to introduce you to the 
League members ,past and pre-
sent. 
Beth Prielipp joined the 

League of Women Voters be-
cause of the approach the 
League takes in studying various 
topics and not just adopting a 
majority of the members’ origi-
nal opinions.  She says, “This 
seems to me to be of great value 
to reasonable public discourse.” 

Beth lives in Salina with her 
husband Ron.  She has held 
classes in math in high schools in 
Illinois, at the University of Ore-
gon, and at Bethany College.  
She hopes she has helped some 
students learn.  In between 
these tasks and among other 
things, Beth has introduced so-
cial workers in Oregon to the 
age of computer records. 

Beth is especially interested in 
support for the arts, both public 
and private, and particularly in 
education.  She is interested in 
exploring the rights of individuals 
versus the public good. 

 
 Linda Griffin has always 
been interested in current af-
fairs, and the 2008 election in-
spired her to become more in-
volved.  She is joining the Salina 
League of Women Voters so she 
may better educate herself in 
the city, state and national gov-
ernment. 
 Linda and her husband Char-
ley have two married children – 
son, Doug Griffin, who lives in 
Paris, France, and daughter, 
Stacy Griffin, who lives in Boul-

der, Colorado.  The Griffins 
have three, soon to be four, 
grandchildren. 
 Linda has worked as an 
elementary school secretarial 
bookkeeper.  She is an owner and 
has been a bookkeeper at Land 
Title Services, Inc.  Currently, she 
is not working.  Reading, yoga, 
walking for exercise, and hiking 
and snowboarding in the Rocky 
Mountains are all activities Linda 
enjoys. 
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Electoral College  

Fun Facts 

 This is the second installment of 
“Fun” facts about the Electoral Col-
lege.  The national League of 
Women Voters supports its aboli-
tion, but this does not seem likely 
any time soon.  The Electoral Col-
lege gives small states a dispropor-
tionate voice in the election of the 
President, and these small states 
have a vested interest in keeping it. 
 538 votes are cast in the Elec-
toral College.  Kansas is a modest 
winner here.  According to the 2000 
census, we have about 0.95 per cent 
of the U.S. population, but with six 
electoral votes, we have 1.1 percent 
of the Electoral College vote.  Wyo-
ming, our smallest state in popula-
tion, with about 0.2 percent of the 
U.S. population, is the biggest win-
ner.  Wyoming has three electoral 
votes, which is 0.6 percent of the 
Electoral College vote (or three 
times what it would be entitled to if 

popular vote were what counted).  
The biggest loser is, of course, our 
largest state by population, Califor-
nia.  California has about 12 per 
cent of the U.S. population, but with 
55 electoral votes, only 10.2 per 
cent of the Electoral College vote. 
 270 electoral votes are needed 
to win the Presidency.  The 11 larg-
est states (by population) in the 
country could theoretically decide 
the Presidency if they all voted for 
the same candidate.  Those 11 states 
(with their electoral votes in paren-
theses) are – California (55), Texas 
(34), New York (31), Florida (27), 
Illinois (21), Pennsylvania (21), 
Ohio (20) Michigan (17), Georgia 
(15), North Carolina (15), and New 
Jersey (15). The votes of these 11 
states total 271, but this does seem 
like an unlikely group all to vote for 
the same candidate. 
       - Margaret Wyatt 

NAACP Freedom Fund Inaugural Ball 

 When it comes to race in America, 
much is left to be done. 
  That was the conclusion of attendees 
at Salina's NAACP Freedom Fund Inau-
gural Ball and Banquet at the Holiday 
Inn Sunday, February 28.   But members 
and guests also agreed it was a time to 
remember the great progress made since 
the origins of the organization. This year 
marks the 100th Anniversary of the 
NAACP, and the 78th Anniversary of 
Salina's local branch, founded on July 
13, 1931. Many local LWV member 
attended this joyous and festive occa-
sion. 
   The Kansas Wesleyan University 
Jazz Band, directed by William 
McMosley, began the program. 
    Mistress of Ceremonies, Rev. 
Delores J. Williamston, kept the evening 
moving right along. She introduced 
Charles Jean-Baptiste, President of the 
Kansas Conference of NAACP.  He em-

phasized the importance of maintaining a 
strong organization.  Even with the great 
strides and accomplishments that have 
occurred over the past 100 years, he said, 
there is a great deal still to be done to 
insure everyone a better future. 
  Alan Jilka, representing the Salina 
City Commission, read a proclamation 
congratulating the association on its 100th 
anniversary, and proclaiming February 
Black History Month. An enjoyable din-
ner followed Commissioner Jilka's procla-
mation.  After dessert, the program con-
tinued with further remarks, musical se-
lections, membership recognition  and 
award presentations.The program ended 
with a benediction from Rev. Williams-
ton. 
  The evening did not end there.  
Dancing began at 8:15 to the TNT 
Rhythm Band, featuring Bruce E. Lacy.      
          
         - Ardean Maxey 

The National 

Popular Vote  

Compact 

Background Information 
  The League has a long-standing posi-
tion in support of the direct election of 
the president by popular vote. Now, 
League members have the opportunity to 
consider whether to support the National 
Popular Vote Compact (NPV Compact) 
as a viable process to achieve that result. 
 The NPV Compact would avoid the 
need for a constitutional amendment 
abolishing the Electoral College (EC), 
and would assure that the individual re-
ceiving the most votes would become 
president. 
  The NPV Compact proposal uses the 
mechanism of the EC. States that legisla-
tively enact the NPV Compact would 
agree that their state electors would vote 
for the individual that received the most 
votes nationwide. Thus, the popular vote 
count from all 50 states and the District 
of Columbia would be added together. 
State elections officials in all states par-
ticipating would award their electoral 
votes to the presidential candidate who 
receives the largest number of popular 
votes. 
  This alternative method of assigning a 
state’s EC votes would take effect only 
when enacted by states collectively pos-
sessing a majority of the electoral votes. 
This 270-vote threshold also corresponds 
essentially to states representing a major-
ity of the people of the United States. 
 The plan includes procedural provisions 
to help assure smooth functioning of the 
agreement – conditions that deal with 
states deciding to withdraw from the 
Compact at the last moment, enforce-
ment issues and recounts. 
 Currently four states have passed legisla-
tion to enact the NPV Compact. 
  There are pros and cons to this plan, 
which are discussed in full in papers 
found on the LWVUS Web site. Summa-
ries of these papers are also available. 
League members can learn more about 
the plan from these sources and consider 
its ramifications at consensus meetings 
across the country. Be sure to participate! 
Who better than the League to be ready 
to speak to this good-government issue? 

Continued at Page 7 
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Support 
 Because the League already supports 
direct election of the president, argu-
ments against the Electoral College (EC) 
are not included in the material support-
ing the National Popular Vote Compact 
(NPV Compact). 
Constitutional Issues The NPV Compact 
is a way to assure that every person’s 
vote counts equally and that the person 
receiving the most votes is the winner of 
the presidency. The same result would be 
achieved by constitutional amendment 
but the U.S. Constitution is difficult to 
amend. The NPV Compact is a viable 
way to attain the same goal as amending 
the Constitution to eliminate the EC. 
 A constitutional amendment is not 
needed to effectuate the NPV Compact 
because states already have the right to 
implement changes in how electors are 
appointed.  
 The NPV Compact is a compact be-
tween states – a method of concerted 
state action that has long been sanctioned 
by the Constitution and the courts.   
Evaluating Fairness A candidate can be 
elected president by receiving the most 
electoral votes even though he or she did 
not receive the most popular votes. This 
is not a result voters expect or desire. As 
election campaigns are now waged, ma-
jor emphasis and resources are concen-
trated in key EC battleground states be-
cause that is where elections are won or 
lost. The NPV Compact would eliminate 
the emphasis on battleground states and 
would be more apt to assure campaign 
strategies that appeal to a broad spectrum 
of the electorate which would foster 
greater voter participation.  
 The argument that the plan would 
negatively impact states’ rights is coun-
tered by poll results showing that most 
voters want their individual vote to 
count, rather than allotting them to elec-
tors representing the state as a whole.  
 Any claim that the NPV Compact is 
an unprecedented disregard for the U.S. 
Constitution ignores the reality that vot-
ing rights have been changed through 
state action many time. Women’s suf-
frage, for example, was instituted by 
twenty states before passage of the con-
stitutional amendment that made the 

right universal  
Mechanical Considerations Those op-
posed to the NPV Compact cite mechani-
cal issues that might lead the NPV to fail, 
but the Compact includes provisions that 
address issues of enforcement, winning 
levels and recounts. 
Other Issues The Voting Rights Act and 
the NPV Compact are in harmony, assur-
ing equality of votes throughout the 
United States. 
League Issues Opponents say that the 
NPV Compact conflicts with the League’s 
support of uniform voting standards. Sup-
porters of the Compact advocate its pas-
sage in all states, which would result in 
uniform voting standards. It is true that 
the NPV Compact could be in effect for 
an interlude when not all states had signed 
on to it. The same could be demonstrated 
for other laws, such as the Equal Rights 
Amendment. Nonetheless, it must be re-
membered that uniform voting standards 
are not now in effect. The NPV Compact 
could help assure that every vote would 
be counted equally.  
 Further, implementation of a method 
which assures direct election of the presi-
dent by popular vote is in keeping with 
the League’s long-held position.  

Opposition 
 There is little respect for the Electoral 
College (EC). The League opposes it and 
most voters want a direct popular vote. 
But is the National Popular Vote Compact 
(NPV Compact) an appropriate way to 
achieve that result? 
Evaluating Fairness Voters supporting the 
candidate who receives the majority of 
votes in their state want their state’s elec-
tors to support their choice. Adoption of 
the NPV Compact may require a state 
elections official to direct its state’s elec-
tors to cast their ballots in support of a 
candidate who was not favored by the 
voters of that state. 
 Passage of the NPV Compact will 
result in the emphasis of presidential cam-
paigns shifting from the battleground 
states to areas of large concentrations of 
population. So, while some voters are 
disenfranchised by the EC, others might 
be disenfranchised by the NPV Compact. 
Because the Compact requires entry into a 
contract with other states which binds 
state elections officials to direct electors 
to vote in a certain way, regardless of the 
outcome of the election in their state, 
states’ rights are diminished. 

In addition, one can question the advis-
ability of a method that bypasses the nor-
mal constitutional amendment process in 
this manner. 
Constitutional Issues  Many constitutional 
scholars argue that this plan will lead to 
extensive litigation involving challenges 
to the NVP Compact on issues such as the 
scope of constitutional powers, the Com-
pact itself, the need for congressional 
approval, the concerns of non-compacting 
states, and constitutional protections of 
state interests and their role in elections. 
Mechanical Issues/Flaws The methods for 
enforcement of this plan are unclear. Op-
ponents question the power and timing to 
withdraw from the Compact and the 
power to enforce compliance. 
Others express concern about an on-
slaught of lawsuits between compacting 
and non-compacting states, as well as 
procedures in close elections. 
T he plan, allowing the election of a 
president by a plurality of votes, does not 
improve on the current system; neither the 
present system nor the NPV Compact 
requires that the president be elected by a 
majority. 
Other Issues The Voting Rights Act re-
quires pre-clearance for legislative 
changes. This, too, has the capacity to 
engender lawsuits to ensure compliance. 
League Issues This proposal does nothing 
to achieve the goal of uniform standards 
of voting. The NPV Compact is effective 
when passed by states representing 270 
electoral votes, effectively negating the 
impact on presidential elections of the 
voters in states which represent the other 
half of electoral votes. A system which 
assures no voter disenfranchisement is a 
better way to assure that every person’s 
vote counts. 
 The League has long supported the 
abolition of the EC. Although the NPV 
Compact purports to foster the same re-
sult, it creates additional concerns. 
Amending the U.S. Constitution is a diffi-
cult process, and we should seriously con-
sider supporting the normal amendment 
procedures to abolish the EC versus this 
specific “work-around.” 
To prepare for the consensus meeting, please 
read the complete version of this paper 
(available at www.lwv.org) by the LWVUS 
National Popular Voter Compact Study Com-
mittee. 
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JOIN US 

JOIN IN THE ACTION:  Become a member of the League of Women Voters of 
Salina or renew your League Membership.  There is no better time than NOW 
for you to join the League. Please take a moment now to become a member. 
 NAME:           
 ADDRESS:          
 CITY/STATE/ZIP:         

    PHONE:     EMAIL:      
_____ Yes, I want to add my voice to yours by joining the League at the following level: 
 ______ Single Membership (circle one) 
   Contributing Level        $55.00 
   Sustaining Level         $45.00 
 ______ Family Membership (circle one) 
   Contributing Level       $80.00 
   Sustaining Level         $65.00 
 ______  Student/supported or other    $20.00 
 

_____ I am unable to join the League at this time, but enclosed is my contribution of $__________. 
 

 For more information, please contact: Margaret Wyatt, Membership Chairperson 
     4401 W. State Street Road, Salina, Kansas 67401    
     Telephone: 823-2806  Email:  gretchenskiski@aol.com 
 

Make checks payable to: The League of Women Voters of Salina, and mail to PO Box 502, Salina, KS 67402-0502. 

League of Women Voters of Salina 

PO Box 502 
Salina, KS  67402-0502 
www.lwvofsalinaks.com   


