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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  

MEETING, AUGUST 31 

Kansas Secretary of State, Ron 
Thornburgh, will speak to League 
members and to the 
public at the Salina 
League of Women Vot-
ers annual membership 
meeting on Monday, 

August 31, from 7:00 

to 8:30 p.m. downstairs 
in the Prescott Room 

of the Salina Public 

Library.  The League 
welcomes the public 
and urges all members 
to attend. 

Secretary of State Thornburgh 
will cover voting issues that Kansas 
faces and may also discuss his re-
cent run for governor.  He will take 

questions from the audience.  
Thornburgh, age 46, is in his fourth 

term as Secretary of State.  He 
was first elected to that post in 
1994, succeeding Bill Graves. 
  We hope to repeat the suc-
cess of past membership 
meetings and expect to see 40 
to 50 members and non-
members present.  The 
League is inviting the Salina 
Journal and Community Ac-
cess Television to cover the 
meeting.  Coffee, tea and 
cookies will be served. 

  League members will receive 
more information on the meeting as 
it gets closer. 

             - Margaret Wyatt  
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It wasn’t so long ago:  The hus-

bands, fathers, sons could vote on 

the issues and candidates that af-

fected their lives. The wives, moth-

ers, daughters could only watch, 

not participate.  It was 89 years 

ago this August when the power 

brokers finally agreed to expand 

voting rights to women.  The 

League of Women Voters was 

born that same year to ensure 

these new voters – and all citizens 

– had access to the information 

they needed to vote wisely. 

The 19th Amendment, added 

to the Constitution on August 26, 

1920, is a simple statement:  “The 

right of citizens of the United 

States to vote shall not be denied 

or abridged by the United States or 

by any State on account of sex.”   

It had been introduced in Con-

gress more than forty years earlier.   

Sometimes progress takes a 

long time.   

These days we celebrate Au-

gust 26 as Women’s Equality Day.  

It’s a Wednesday this year – let’s 

note its pass-

ing with a 

toast to the 

persistence of 

thousands of 

citizens with a 

dream. 

Continuing 

that persis-

tence, the Sa-

lina League of Women Voters is 

busy, as you can read in this news-

letter.   

Please help us staff the booth 

at the Tri-Rivers Fair to register 

new voters and raise awareness of 

League activities.  Thanks to Carla 

Strand for scheduling members 

and to Ardean Maxey for design 

work on the booth.  The Bicenten-

nial Center booth is open August 5 

through 8 (Wed.-Sat.). 

Don’t miss the Membership 

Meeting August 31 at the library.  

Speaker Ron Thornburgh, Kansas 

Secretary of State, has a wealth of 

information to share.  Thanks to 

Margaret Wyatt, membership chair, 

for her good work planning this 

event.  And thanks in advance to 

Emma Doherty who will grace us 

with her delicious homemade 

cookies. 

The other DON’T MISS event 

is our Member Social and New 

Member Orientation, the eve-

ning of Thursday, September 

24.  If you joined the League 

in about the past five years, 

you’re still “new” and will re-

ceive a notebook full of use-

ful League information.  All of 

us “old” members will gather 

with the “new” after the orien-

tation for refreshments and 

lively interaction.  You will receive 

invitations and more information as 

the day approaches.  Please re-

serve that date! 

Thanks to Lori Trow for accom-

panying me to the State League 

Convention in May in Great Bend 

where we met extremely well-

informed fellow League members 

from around the state.  Kaye Craw-

ford, our State League liaison, 

joined other Kansas League lead-

ers in June to participate in the first 

online national League Council. 

The League of Women Voters 

is a great organization with deep 

American roots.  I hope you’ll find a 

way to take part in the action. 

                     --Ann Zimmerman 

 
 
AUGUST 
 5-8 Tri-Rivers Fair 
 18 Board Meeting 
 29 LWVK Judicial Grant  Mtg 
 31 Membership Meeting 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 8 Lunch & Learn  
 15  Board Meeting 
 24 Social Event/Orientation 
 
OCTOBER 
 13 Lunch & Learn 
 17 League Day at Capitol 
 20 Board Meeting 
 
NOVEMBER 
 10 Lunch & Learn 
 17 Board Meeting 

 CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER 8—The Land Institute 
OCTOBER 13—Saline County Commissioners 
NOVEMBER 10—Salina City Commissioners 

PUBLIC INVITED! 
All Lunch & Learn programs are on Tuesday from 12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. at the 
Salina Public Library, downstairs in the Prescott Room.  Feel free to bring your 
lunch to eat while you listen. Come prepared to ask questions  

FALL LUNCH AND LEARN PROGRAMS 
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In even years, the national League 

of Women Voters holds a grand con-

vention, with hundreds of members 

gathering to carry out League busi-

ness and discuss ideas.  For the years 

in between, a more modest gathering 

of only state presidents has been the 

tradition.  This year, with the 

LWVUS budget stretched thin, the 

National board decided to take a leap 

into the virtual future.  From around 

the country, they held an online 

Council during a few hours on a Sat-

urday afternoon in June. 

Salina League’s state League liai-

son, Kaye Crawford, joined other 

state board members to participate.  

Reports were given, motions made, 

discussed and voted upon, all from 

individual computers across the con-

tinent.  For months, the national 

League had been sending instruc-

tions, making sure each state League 

had the right equipment – webcams, 

sound capacity, the necessary soft-

ware – to avoid as many technologi-

cal glitches as possible.   

By all reports, the event suc-

ceeded.  By saving the expense of 

cross-country travel, many more 

League members were able to par-

ticipate. 

You, too, can get the feel of being 

there:  If you go to the National 

League of Women Voters website, 

www.lwv.org, you can stream a 

video replay of the whole event.  If 

you haven’t experienced an interac-

tive video meeting, now is your 

chance. 

Nothing can completely replace 

face-to-face interaction, though, and 

next year is an even year – so as 

usual, members will gather for Con-

vention, this time in Atlanta.  The 

Salina League plans to send at least 

one delegate. 

National Council  
Goes Online 

Do you Google?  Do you 

search the internet using any of 

the available search engines?  

Search engines help you find 

what you're looking for online. 

The League of Women Voters 

U.S. alerted us to an opportunity 

to bring in funds to the LWV Edu-

cation Fund with no money out of 

your pocket. 

By using "GoodSearch.com" 

instead of Google, Yahoo! or 

other search engines, you can 

contribute to the charity of your 

choice. The founders of Good-

Search, brothers Ken and J.J. 

Ramberg, heard that $8 billion is 

generated annually by search en-

gine advertisers.  They asked:  

What if we could channel some of 

that money into our favorite chari-

ties and schools? The Rambergs 

launched Goodsearch in 2003. 

GoodSearch donates 50 per-

cent of its advertising revenue to 

the charities and schools desig-

nated by its users. Searching the 

Internet is something most of us 

do daily.  You use GoodSearch 

exactly as you would any other 

search engine. It is powered by 

Yahoo!  You can even install a 

Goodsearch toolbar on your 

homepage. 

T r y  i t  b y  g o i n g  t o 

www.goodsearch.com.  Good-

Search costs you nothing and 

brings in financial benefits to a 

good cause. 

Do Good with Your  

Internet Searches 

Online & Offline Members 

Pairing Up 

A few of our Salina League 
members do not have internet ser-
vices at their home, but they may 
still be interested in 
receiving all the use-
ful and timely infor-
mation that comes 
electronically from 
the local, state and 
national Leagues. 

    T h e  S a l i n a 
League is starting a 
program where we will pair up 
each "offline member" with an 

"online member."  The online 
member will pass along the latest 
emails and website information, 

usually by mail, to the 
offline member.  This 
will keep all our mem-
bers informed and up-to
-date.   
    Thanks go out to the 
online members who 
have offered to provide 
this service.  In the 

League we work together for the 
good of all. 
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Electoral College  
Fun Facts 

This is the third installment of 
“Fun” facts about the Electoral Col-
lege.  The national League of Women 
Voters supports its abolition, but this 
does not seem likely any time soon.  
The Electoral College gives small 
states a disproportionate voice in the 
election of the President, and these 
small states have a vested interest in 
keeping it. 

Electors for each state are usually 
nominated at their state’s conventions 
and elected on Presidential election 
day, which occurs every four years.  
Maine and Nebraska allow for pro-
portional allocation of electors based 
on votes for the Presidential candi-
dates in their state.  In the other 
states, it is winner-take-all. 

Electors meet on the first Monday 
after the second Wednesday in De-
cember in each of their state capitols 
or somewhere else in their state, 
where they vote for the Presidential 
and Vice-Presidential candidates.  
They usually vote for their party’s 
nominees for President and Vice 
President, but they do not have to.  
Each elector is required by the U.S. 
Constitution to vote for at least one 
candidate who does not live in that 
elector’s home state.  In this way, it is 
impossible for the President and Vice
-President to be from the same state.  
That is why Vice-Presidential candi-
date Dick Cheney had to change his 
residence from Texas to Wyoming in 
2000.  He was running with Presiden-
tial candidate George W. Bush, who 
was from Texas. 

The sealed lists of votes are sent to 
the president of the U.S. Senate.  In 
early January, he opens these lists at 
a joint session of Congress in the 
presence of the members of the Sen-
ate and House, and the results are 
then officially counted. 

In the next VOTER, find out what 
happens if there is no winner. 

                         - Margaret Wyatt  

Orientation &  

Social 

We asked ourselves, “With such a 
sharp and interesting group of 
members, why don’t we get to-
gether more often?” 
So let’s do it!  Mark your calendar 
for Thursday evening, September 
24, and get ready to meet and get 
acquainted with your fellow League 
members.  Plans are still a little 
sketchy and will be developing as 
the date approaches.  We plan to 
start a few minutes early with those 
members who have joined in the 
past four or five years, give them a 
notebook full of good information 
about the League of Women Vot-
ers—local, state and national—and 
let them meet each other and the 
board.  Then the event opens up to 
all our members for refreshments, 
discussion and socializing. 
Our previous social event had 
shared food and a remarkable 
movie.  We’ll try to continue at that 
high standard.  
Consider bringing a friend or rela-
tion who is not a member.  People 
join the League because someone 
asks them.  Who can you ask? 
 

In Memoriam:  

Elaine Hassler 

Elaine Hassler, a member of the 
Salina League of Women Voters 
since 2008, died on May 16, 2009 
at the Kaye Pogue Hospice Center.  
She was born in 1921 in Abilene.  
Elaine graduated from Kansas 
State University with a B.S. in pre-
medicine and a B.A. in education.  
She was the mother of two sons 
and three daughters and had been a 
farm wife, a school teacher, a 
county commissioner, a school 
board member and a state legisla-
tor. 

Grants for Forums on  
Judges & Courts 

 Kansas and Colorado Leagues 

of Women Voters have been se-

lected for an educational grant to 

be used to hold public forums on 

the importance of fair, impartial, 

diverse and independent courts.  

Our local Salina League will be 

able to write a proposal for some 

of the grant money.   

The money comes from the 

LWV Education Fund.   

All Kansas Leagues are invited 

to meet in Topeka on August 

29th.  The League of Women 

Voters US, Deputy Director, 

Zaida Arguedas, will be in 

Topeka to explain more about 

the grant money that will be 

available for the next two years. 

 The printed materials distrib-

uted to all the Leagues will be 

from the Brennan Center for Jus-

tice at New York University 

School of Law—a non-partisan 

public policy and law institute 

that focuses on fundamental is-

sues of democracy and justice.  

The League of Women Voters 

US, Washington, D.C., regularly 

receives grant funds for their 

Educational Fund, a tax exempt 

501(c)(3) organization, from 

large national philanthropic 

foundations.  The League takes 

contributions only if the donors 

understand that the funds will  

be used for non-partisan public 

educational projects.  

- Kaye Crawford, Salina’s 

LWVK Liaison 
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♦ Total health spending in the U.S. 
reached $2.1 trillion in 2007 – or $7,026 
per capita. 

♦ By 2016, total health spending is pro-
jected to rise to $4.2 trillion. 

♦ Between 2005 – 2006, total health 
spending increased 6.7 percent, more 
than double the rate of the 2.9 percent 
increase in overall economic growth. 

♦ Total health spending remained rela-
tively constant at about 16 percent of 
gross domestic product from 2003 – 
2006, but is projected to increase to 
19.5 percent by 2017. 

♦ Spending for home health care in-
creased at a faster pace from 2005 – 
2006 (9.9 percent) than any other cate-
gory of health spending; however, its 
impact is limited because it accounts 
overall for only 2.5 percent of total 
health spending. 

♦ Yearly prescription drug spending 
growth accelerated in 2006 to 8.5 per-
cent from a low of 5.8 percent in 2005, 
in part because of full implementation 
of Medicare Part D. 

♦ Between 2006 and 2007, premiums for 
health coverage offered by employers 
increased 6.1 percent, the fourth straight 
year of declines in the rate of premium 
growth, from a peak of 13.9 percent in 
2003.  Even so, this was more than 
twice the rate of growth in the Con-
sumer Price Index. 

♦ Of every dollar spent on health services 
in the U.S. in 2006, 46 cents came di-
rectly from government sources. 

♦ Costs for program administration and 
the net cost of private health insurance 
were about 7 percent of total health 
spending in the U.S. in 2006 and grew 
8.8 percent, a marked increase over the 
3.6 percent rise in 2005. 

    This list (without the original endnotes) 
is from “A Reporter's Toolkit: Health 
Care Costs” (an Alliance for Health 
Reform Toolkit produced with support 
from the Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion) and is reproduced here courtesy of 
the Alliance for Health Care. The entire 
toolkit can be found at http://
www.a l lhea l th .o rg /Pub l ica t io ns /
C o s t _ o f _ h e a l t h _ c a r e /
health_care_costs_toolkit.asp#keyfacts  

                                         - Janis McMillen 

Quick Facts on  
Healthcare Costs 

AT-RISK AMERICA(S: 

THE U(I(SURED A(D U(DERI(SURED 

Data from multiple sources agree that 
in 2007, 47 million Americans (15.6 
percent of the total U.S. population) 
lacked any kind of health insurance 
coverage. When these numbers are ad-
justed for age (excluding those 65 years 
and older), the uninsured percentage of 
the population rises to 17.9 percent. 
Moreover, it is estimated that 25 mil-
lion adults under age 65 were underin-
sured during 2007, despite having in-
surance all year. In total, 42 percent of 
all adults (86.7 million) were either 

uninsured or underinsured during 2007.  

Putting a face on persons who were 

uninsured or underinsured during 

2007 and 20081  

•Age: One of three people under age 
65 were uninsured for some or all of 
2007 and 2008; of the total uninsured 
population, 60.1 million were adults 

(between 19 and 64 years of age). 

•Duration: Among the underinsured/
uninsured, 74.5  percent were uninsured 
for nine or more months and one-
quarter were uninsured the entire 24 

months. 

•Employment status:  80 percent of 

individuals who were uninsured were in 
working families and only 16 percent 
were not in the labor force (due to dis-
abilities, chronic illness, or serving as 

family caregivers). 

•Income:  Nearly 60 percent were in 
families with incomes below the federal 
poverty level (FPL: $21,200/year for a 
family of four); 52 percent with in-
comes between 100 to 200 percent of 
FPL went without health insurance in 

2007/2008 

•Racial and Ethnic origin:  55 per-
cent of Hispanics/Latinos, 40.3 percent 
of African Americans and 34 percent of 
other racial or ethnic minorities had no 
health insurance in 2007/2008, com-
pared to 25.8 percent of whites.  While 
racial and ethnic minorities are more 
likely to be uninsured, whites accounted 

for 49.8  percent of the uninsured. 

Age breakdown:  The likelihood of 
being uninsured declines with age; 49.5 
percent of those 19 – 24 years old, 36.3 
percent of those 25 – 44 years old, 32.5 
percent of those 45 – 54 years old and 
21.2 percent of those 55 – 64 years old 
were uninsured over this two-year time 
period. The 55- to 64-year-old age 
group consumes more health care on 

average than younger adults. 

For all ethnic and racial groups, lower
-income families and individuals were 
more likely to be uninsured than lower-
income whites. This disparity continues 

even as incomes rise in all groups. 

There is a marked increase in the 
number of adults having difficulty pay-
ing medical bills – the most visible con-
sequence of the weakening in insurance 
coverage. In 2007, 41 percent of adults 
(72 million people) reported problems 
paying medical bills, faced bill collec-
tors or were in debt for medical care, up 
from 34 percent or 58 million in 2005. 
The majority had insurance at the time 
these bills were incurred2 – well in ad-

vance of the economic downturn.  

                                - Janis McMillen 

 

Janis McMillen (LWVUS Board member 

and LWVKS) is chair of the LWVUS 

Health Care Education Task Force. 

1 All statistics above and below are from 
http://www.familiesusa.org/resources/
publications/reports/americans-at-risk-

findings.html 

2The statistics in this paragraph are 
from http://
www.commonwealthfund.org/Content/
Publications/Testimonies/2009/Feb/
Testimony-Insurance-Design-Matters-
Underinsured-Trends-Health-and-

Financial-Risks.aspx  

Produced by the LWVUS Health Care 
Education Task Force, 2009 
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In My Opinion: The Death of Dr. Tiller 

And The League Position on Reproductive Choices 

When a radical “pro-life” activist 

murdered Dr. George Tiller at his 

church in Wichita this spring, I be-

gan again to examine the issue of 

abortion.   

Since 1983, the League of 

Women Voters position on the is-

sue of Reproductive Choices has 

stated:  The League of Women Vot-

ers of the United States believes 

that public policy in a pluralistic 

society must affirm the constitu-

tional right of privacy of the indi-

vidual to make reproductive 

choices. 

This position has often branded 

the League as irrevocably pro-

abortion and has sometimes called 

into question its non-partisanship.  

Abortion is considered by many to 

be a form of murder – how can 

murder be allowed to exist cloaked 

by a privacy right?  In the face of 

people and institutions with abso-

lute moral convictions, arguing a 

different position becomes awk-

ward – “I understand you believe 

absolutely that you are on God’s 

side, but I still disagree.”   

Given this state of affairs, we 

consider the case of Dr. Tiller.  

Decades ago, upon the death of his 

father, he took over his father’s 

family practice temporarily with the 

goal of transferring patients to a 

different doctor and getting on with 

his own dermatology practice.  He 

soon learned, to his uncomfortable 

surprise, that his father had been 

providing abortion services – which 

were illegal at the time.  He de-

clined to do an abortion for a 

woman.  He later learned she had 

died from a botched “back-alley” 

abortion. This led to a change in his 

thinking.   

Accounts of those who worked 

with him and his patients described 

women who did not sound like 

murderers – women who wanted 

their babies and were overjoyed to 

be pregnant:  One woman learned 

six or seven months into her preg-

nancy that her fetus – her unborn 

baby – was developing without a 

brain, which meant its death was 

certain upon birth.  Would this 

abortion be murder?  Another 

learned that she had a malignant 

tumor likely to kill either her or her 

unborn child or both if the preg-

nancy were to continue.  Would this 

abortion be murder? 

I guess that for those who live in 

a world of absolutes, murder is 

murder.  These mothers should just 

carry on through the end of their 

doomed pregnancies, facing the 

deaths that await them, hoping for 

miracles.  Dr. Tiller was willing to 

offer them an alternative – in a 

clean, skilled, and by all inside ac-

counts compassionate, place.   

 Some women traveled half-way 

across the country for Dr. Tiller’s 

services, because those services 

were so rare, because almost no 

other doctor was willing to undergo 

the daily threats, danger and harass-

ment showered on Dr. Tiller.  Many 

such women, experiencing these 

saddest, most difficult decisions, 

faced taunts and hysteria among 

protesters as they walked from their 

cars to Dr. Tiller’s clinic. 

Are these women murderers?  Is 

Dr. Tiller a murderer because he 

assisted them in terminating their 

dangerous or hopeless pregnancies?  

I say not.   

Another essential question is:  

Who decides which abortions to 

allow?  People who consider all 

abortions murder want themselves 

to decide – and to decide no abor-

tions can ever happen.  Others 

might agree that some abortions 

make sense while others are im-

moral. Who decides?   

Some stories coming out of abor-

tion clinics involve atrocities – con-

sider the nine-year-old girl pregnant 

with her own father’s child.  Con-

sider the woman pregnant for the 

fifth time after her other four chil-

dren have been removed from her 

home for abuse or neglect.  This is 

not Leave It To Beaver.  Consider 

the good mother whose resources – 

financial, emotional, etc. - are 

stretched so thin she genuinely be-

lieves that another child in the fam-

ily will hurt them all.  Is that an 

abortion “of convenience” as some 

would call it?  I doubt that grieving 

woman finds the whole process 

“convenient.” 

Is it always better for a baby to be 

born?  Who decides? 

Pregnancies are, by nature, time 

limited.  In most cases, by the time 

the pregnancy is detected it is sev-

eral weeks—or months—along.  A 

pregnancy lasts nine months – 40 

weeks.  By the later weeks of preg-

nancy, Kansas law requires that two 

doctors must be involved with the 

woman to terminate her pregnancy.  

Proponents of outlawed abortions 

are unsatisfied with that.  They 

want stricter laws.  But who inter-

prets laws?  Judges do.  Who en-

forces laws?  Police – and others in 

the executive branch of the govern-

ment – do.    
Continued on Page 7 
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In My Opinion, Continued from Page 6 
One problem with the courts is 

that they are not designed to work 

quickly.  If a woman and her doctor 

decide that terminating the preg-

nancy is the best option, should she 

have to go before a judge, explain 

her decision, beg the judge to give 

her permission?  First she needs a 

lawyer who knows the court rules 

on such procedures – which usually 

means major legal fees. Then most 

lawsuits take many months – more 

time than the weeks left in a 

woman’s pregnancy.  Appeals to 

higher courts typically take years.   

Even if a judge can decide the 

case in time, is a judge always 

wiser than a doctor?  Is a judge al-

ways wiser than the patient?  

Though we hope for the best, not all 

judges are renowned for their great 

wisdom.   

Should we require every woman 

who seeks an abortion to stop by 

the courthouse and run her decision 

by a judge first?  Courts are not set 

up this way.  And which cases 

would pass muster and which 

would not?  What if a woman does 

not want her child?  Is that reason 

enough?  What if a woman has 

abused drugs throughout her preg-

nancy?  Is that reason enough?  

What if a pregnancy was the result 

of a brutal rape?  Is that reason 

enough?  Can you put yourself in 

the place of the women standing up 

in court to testify to these things? 

What if court permission were 

required, but a woman had an abor-

tion without it?  Should she be ar-

rested and tried for murder?  This 

would seem to be the inevitable 

outcome of a law declaring that, as 

the billboards say, “Abortion is 

Murder!”  Some say that the mother 

is an innocent victim, while the 

doctor carrying out her decision, is 

the murderer.  That may be how Dr. 

Tiller’s murderer justified his kill-

ing.  But women without skilled 

abortion doctors still get abortions – 

sometimes with “back-alley” un-

sanitary providers, sometimes with 

coat hangers.  Before abortion was 

legalized, many women died from 

the process.  Should a woman who 

terminates her pregnancy herself be 

convicted of murder?   

 Maybe we should make a rule 

that people must get permission 

from a judge to have sex in the first 

place. 

Those who want to outlaw abor-

tion tend to also be the same folks 

who decry too much government 

involvement in our lives.  So they 

want to keep government out of 

their land use matters and out of 

their wallets but want government 

peering into women’s wombs to 

control their pregnancy decisions – 

possibly a woman’s most agonizing 

and personal decisions.  Should she 

have to write those decisions into 

legal pleadings and stand up against 

a prosecutorial cross-examination? 

Some estimates say that fifty per-

cent of pregnancies result in natural 

miscarriages.  What if the preg-

nancy terminates itself?  Of course, 

no one would say this is murder.  

What if the pregnancy terminated 

by abortion would have miscarried 

anyway?  Is it still murder because 

the woman did not let nature – or 

God – decide?  Is God the only one 

who gets to decide?  But modern 

medicine allows the continuation of 

countless pregnancies that in the 

past would have ended in spontane-

ous abortion, miscarriage or still-

birth.  Modern medicine gives us 

God-like powers at every turn.  Do 

we know that God only makes deci-

sions in favor of life and never of 

death?  Do we know that God al-

ways wants a birth and never a 

death when it comes to a fetus? 

These are all issues which were 

surely considered in the 1980s na-

tional League study on the issue of 

Reproductive Choices.   

As for me, I do not believe that it 

is always better for a baby to be 

born.  I do believe that once a baby 

is born, the whole family, commu-

nity, society, should work together 

to make sure that child – and every 

child born – is healthy, loved, and 

given every opportunity to thrive.   

A woman, in consultation with 

her doctor, should be making the 

decisions about her pregnancy.  

Judges, law enforcement officers, 

courts, are particularly unsuited to 

deal with the short, dramatic, mi-

raculous but sometimes difficult 

process of pregnancy. 

The League of Women Voters 

reached this same conclusion.  

Pregnancy is a private event full of 

private decisions and choices.  

Those choices must be left to the 

individual, with her family and doc-

tor, not to the courts, lobby groups, 

the legislature or the judges. 

I believe the League’s position is 

sound.  Dr. Tiller’s actions showed 

that he believed it too.   

Dr. Tiller was not a murderer.  He 

believed women should make their 

own decisions about their bodies 

and about the children they bear, 

and he acted on that belief.  Dr. 

Tiller died for his belief in the abil-

ity of women to make their own 

decisions, no matter how difficult. 

 We should work to give all 

women—and all men—the infor-

mation they need to make wise re-

productive choices.  But they must 

be allowed to make those choices 

for themselves. --Ann Zimmerman 



JOIN US 

JOIN IN THE ACTION:  Become a member of the League of Women Voters of 
Salina or renew your League Membership.  There is no better time than NOW 
for you to join the League. Please take a moment now to become a member. 
 NAME:           
 ADDRESS:          
 CITY/STATE/ZIP:         
    PHONE:     EMAIL:      

_____ Yes, I want to add my voice to yours by joining the League at the following level: 
 ______ Single Membership (circle one) 
   Contributing Level        $55.00 
   Sustaining Level         $45.00 
 ______ Family Membership (circle one) 
   Contributing Level       $80.00 
   Sustaining Level         $65.00 
 ______  Student/supported or other    $20.00 
 

_____ I am unable to join the League at this time, but enclosed is my contribution of $__________. 
 

 For more information, please contact: Margaret Wyatt, Membership Chairperson 
     4401 W. State Street Road, Salina, Kansas 67401    
     Telephone: 823-2806  Email:  gretchenskiski@aol.com 
 

Make checks payable to: The League of Women Voters of Salina, and mail to PO Box 502, Salina, KS 67402-0502. 

League of Women Voters of Salina 

PO Box 502 
Salina, KS  67402-0502 
www.lwvofsalinaks.com   


