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CITY,  COUNTY JOINT MEETING DECEMBER 7 
COMMISSIONERS TO DISCUSS STUDY OF CONSOLIDATION ISSUES 

LEAGUE MEMBERS INVITED  

 Three years ago, the Salina League of 
Women Voters concluded that city-
county consolidation is an issue deserv-
ing careful study by a joint city-county 
task force. Now the city and county 
commissioners will meet on December 7 
to discuss that matter. They have 
invited the League to join the 
discussion, at 2:00 p.m., Room 
107B, City-County Building. 
 The consolidation issue has 
caused contention over many years. So 
in 2005, the League decided to study 
the topic. A small committee began a 
two-year process, collecting data to de-
termine whether consolidation was 
worthwhile. They were stymied in their 
efforts by the complexity of city and 
county governments, by their commit-
tee’s small size, and by reticence 
among some government employees to 
discuss the issue or provide information. 

 City commissioners favored discus-
sion of the issue; county commissioners 
opposed it. Existing hostilities between 
the two commissions at the time sharp-
ened the differences. Some rural resi-
dents were suspicious of the city’s mo-
tives for considering consolidation. 
     The legal duties and powers of the 

two different governments also 
complicated the issue.  Some work 
done by city and county govern-
ments overlaps, but the laws that 

give them authority are very different. 
 For all these reasons, the League’s 
conclusion was that the issue was best 
studied by a task force of citizens from 
both rural and urban areas, represent-
ing the many faces and groups in the 
extended community, and under the 
auspices of both the city and county.   
 December 7 may mark an important 
step in the process.  Keep an eye out 
for progress. 
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The League has great things in 
the works:   
�The big, two-year Judicial 

Diversity grant (see pages 3-4) 
from the national League has local 
Leagues across Kansas humming 
with activities to broaden under-
standing of how we select or elect 
our Kansas judges.   

Just in the past six years, the 
Salina area has jumped from hav-
ing no women judges to three out 
of about seven—including District 
Judge Rene Young, Magistrate 
Judge Mary Thrower and Municipal 
Judge Brenda Stoss. This is an 
unusually high number compared 
to most Kansas judicial districts.  
Still, like nearly all other district 
courts in Kansas, we have no His-
panic or African-American judges, 
despite growing minority segments 
of our communities.  

Our Salina League’s judicial 

diversity plans are aimed at open-
ing minds and planting seeds of 
ideas. When we think of a judge—
or of a “leader” in general - do our 
minds automatically leap to a pic-
ture of a white man? Studies show 
this overwhelmingly to be the case.  

Can a per-
son with 
darker skin or 
a female face 
be a good 
judge? If so, 
why are such 
judicial faces 
so rare across 
the state?   

We hope to stir some minds, 
especially young ones, with 
dreams and ambitions that might 
not have occurred to them. And 
we’d like to shake up some of our 
own stereotypes as well. 
�Next, the year 2010 brings us 

the 90th anniversary of the 19th 
Amendment—the spot in the Con-
stitution granting women the right 
to vote. That also makes 2010 the 
League of Women Voters’ 90th 
birthday. Plans are in the works 
for celebrating that milestone.  
Lady Victory may head down 
Santa Fe astride a white horse in 
some of next year’s parades—
recreating a scene from the long 

battle for women’s voting rights. 
� Since the last issue of the 

VOTER, we’ve hosted Secretary of 
State Ron Thornburgh for the 
Membership Meeting (on the day 
before he announced his new post 
as campaign manager for Sam 

Brownback for governor) (see 
page 5). 
 � In September, we hosted 
a most informative health 
care forum, including three 
local panelists with strong 
opinions and deep knowl-
edge of health care and the 
differences new laws could 
make (see page 7). 
� New members gathered for 

an orientation to the League, fol-
lowed by a fun social event full of 
good food and good League com-
pany (see page 5). 
� Lunch and Learn this fall in-

cluded, in September, city and 
county planners together. In Octo-
ber, county commissioners, and in 
November, city commissioners 
made up our panel.   
� Now, in December, we meet 

with the two commissions together 
to discuss what’s possible in a 
study of consolidation (see page 1).   

I hope you will help us keep 
things stirred up! 

   --Ann Zimmerman, President 

 

 
DECEMBER 
 No board meeting— 
  Happy Holidays! 
 
JANUARY  
 12 Lunch & Learn: 
   The Census 
 19 Board Meeting 
 TBA Program Planning 
 
FEBRUARY  
   9 Lunch & Learn 
 16 Board Meeting 
 TBA  Finance drive dinner 
 
MARCH 
 9 Lunch & Learn 
 16  Board Meeting 

 CALENDAR 

A contribution to the Salina League’s Education Fund is a tax deductible do-
nation that benefits our local league.  This year we have used our Ed. Funds for: 
Voter Registration • • • • Candidate Forums • • • • Health Care Forum. 
 Our local league has spent over $1,600 in the past year on these activi-

ties.  Your Board of Directors believes these are important and valuable activities 
for reaching out and educating the public.  A donation to the Education Fund will 
help ensure that we can continue to provide these activities.  Please make 
checks payable to: Education Fund.  Mail them to LWV-Salina,  P.O. Box 502, 
Salina, KS 67402.   

Help us continue to be a valuable asset for Salina! 

HAVE WE GOT A TAX-DEDUCTION FOR YOU! 



What does a judge look like?  Al-
most all of us picture an elderly white 
man when we say the word “judge,” 
although Judge Judy and a few other 
TV stars and actual judges have 
shaken our stereotypes a bit.  For 
the coming year and more, Sa-
lina League of Women Voters 
will help lead a grand discussion about 
that image, as a part of a major grant 
from the U.S. League of Women Vot-
ers Education Fund. 

Kansas judges are selected in two 
different ways.  About half the judicial 
districts elect their judges after cam-
paigns, with candidates stumping for 
campaign contributions just like state 
and national legislators.  The other half 
choose their judges through a judicial 
selection committee—the committee 
sends three nominees to the governor 
who then selects one of them as judge.  
The judicial selection committee is 
made up of attorneys and residents at 
large.  Salina, as part of the Twenty-
Eighth Judicial District (Saline and Ot-

tawa Counties) has one woman among 
the four district judges.  Judge Rene 
Young’s name was one of three sent to 
the governor, and she was selected. 

As of June 2009, 46 out of 265 
judges in the state of Kansas 
were women (less than 18%), 
and women represented only 
16 out of 166 judges at the Dis-
trict Court level (less than 
10%). Additionally, there are 
four African-Americans, four 
Latinos, one Asian, and no Na-

tive-American judges out of 265 
throughout the state (about 3%). 

Among the general population in 
Kansas, women make up 50%, African 
Americans 6.1%, Latinos 9%, native 
Americans 1%, and Asians, 2%. 

One striking piece of information is 
that in the Eighteenth Judicial District 
(Wichita and Sedgwick County) in 
which judges are chosen by election, 
there is not a single woman among 
twenty-eight district judges.  Does this 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Online & Offline Members 

Pairing Up 

A few of our Salina League 
members do not have internet 
services at their 
home, but they may 
still be interested in 
receiving all the use-
ful and timely infor-
mation that comes 
electronically from 
the local, state and 
national Leagues. 

    The Salina 
League has started a program 
where we pair up each "offline 

member" with an "online mem-
ber."  The online member will 

pass along the latest 
emails and website in-
formation, usually by 
mail, to the offline 
member.  This will keep 
all our members in-
formed and up-to-date.   
    Thanks go out to the 
online members who 
have offered to provide 

this service.  In the League we 
work together for the good of all. 

DO KANSAS JUDGES REFLECT  

THE FACE OF KANSAS? 

JUDICIAL  
DIVERSITY 
PROJECT 

 

WHY STUDY DIVERSITY 

IN THE COURTS 
For many years, the League of 

Women Voters has worked to pro-
mote fair and impartial courts nation-
wide.  During the next two years, 
2009-2011, the League will focus on 
promoting diversity at all levels of 
the Kansas judiciary to enhance the 
legitimacy of our system of justice in 
the eyes of an increasingly diverse 
public.  

According to Norman L. 
Greene's The Judicial Independence 
Through Fair Appointments Act, 34 
Fordham Urb. L.J. 13,25 (2007), the 
needs to promote a more diverse 
bench are: 1) it will inspire more con-
fidence in the judiciary, 2) it will be 
more representative of the broader 
community, 3) it will promote justice, 
4) it will promote equality of opportu-
nity for historically excluded groups, 
and 5) it will promote judicial imparti-
ality. A continuation of the status quo 
“[a]ffects the way citizens look at the 
role courts play in their communities, 
it erodes the trust on the courts, 
questions the right of equality under 
the law, and courts may not be per-
ceived to be fair and impartial.”  

You can read much more about 
this topic at the Kansas League of 
Women Voters website 
(www.lwvk.org/studyjudiciary.html) 
and even watch videos of the Octo-
ber 2009 presentations on League 
Day in October by state Supreme 
Court Justices, judges and attorneys 
and others concerned about this is-
sue. 
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JUDICIAL DIVERSITY, Salina LWV Plans (cont.) 

mean that no women are qualified to 
be judge in the largest city in Kansas?  
Or could there be a problem with the 
process? 

 

SALINA LEAGUE PLANS 
 

Each local League in Kansas has 
submitted plans for promoting diversity 
in their regions.  Here are the Salina 
League’s plans (many details are still 
being worked out): 
PROJECT # 1: Judicial Diversity Fo-
rum at Local College 
ANTICIPATED PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS:   
Kansas Wesleyan University, including 
professors such as the pre-law pro-
gram advisor, and professors of psy-
chology, social sciences, women’s 
studies, religious studies 

Salina NAACP (National Ass’n for the 
Advancement of Colored People) 

Salina LULAC (League of United Latin 
American Citizens) 

Salina Human Relations Commission 
DATE:   Spring, 2010 
ANTICIPATED LOCATION:   
 Student Activity Center, Kansas 
Wesleyan University 

MEDIA TO BE INVOLVED: 
 Salina Journal  
 Salina Media Group  
SCOPE OF TOPIC: 
 Education about current state of judicial 
diversity in Kansas and U.S. 

 Discussion of what difference a more 
diverse judiciary might make on laws, 
citizen confidence in the legal system, 
lives of U.S. citizens and residents, aspi-
rations of children growing up in the U.S. 

POSSIBLE SPEAKERS: 
 Kansas Judges of diverse back-
grounds, genders and ethnicities, possi-
bly including female judges Salina Dis-
trict Court Judge Rene Young, Magis-
trate Judge Mary Thrower, Municipal 
Judge Brenda Stoss, African-American 
prosecutor Assistant Saline County 
Attorney Richard Buck, African-
American woman judge Julie Robinson, 
and a hispanic judge.  

PROJECT # 2: Research Judicial 
Diversity That Began in the Eisen-
hower Era 
ANTICIPATED PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS: 
Eisenhower Presidential Library and 
Museum, Kim Barbieri, Director of 
Education 

Girl Scouts 
School groups, especially area high 
schools and high school social 
studies teachers 

DATE:   Spring to Fall, 2010 
LOCATION:  Eisenhower Presidential 
Library and Museum, Abilene, KS 

MEDIA TO BE INVOLVED: 
 Salina  
 Salina Media Group  
 Abilene Reflector Chronicle  
SCOPE OF TOPIC: 
 Discover some of the early pioneers 
in judicial diversity 

 Present to the public the information 
from research 

POSSIBLE SPEAKERS: 
 Public presentations or written arti-
cles for newspapers, online publica-
tions or magazines by League mem-
bers or school students who have 
researched the issue. 

PROJECT #3:  Salina LWV Annual 
Meeting Speaker 
ANTICIPATED PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS:   
Salina Women Attorneys group 
AAUW (American Association of Uni-
versity Women) Salina chapter 

DATE:   April, 2010 
LOCATION:  Salina Country Club or 
local restaurant 

MEDIA TO BE INVOLVED: 
 Salina Journal  
 Salina Media Group   
SCOPE OF TOPIC: 
The Experience of A Woman on the 
Higher Court  

POSSIBLE SPEAKERS: 
 One of the following: 
Kansas Supreme Court Justices 
Carol Beier or Marla Luckert;  

Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals Judge 
Deanell Tacha 

PROJECT #4:  Salina LWV Member-
ship Meeting Speaker 
ANTICIPATED PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS:   
Salina BPW (Business & Professional 
Women) 

AAUW (American Association of Uni-
versity Women) Salina chapter 

NAACP 
DATE:   August, 2010 
LOCATION:  Salina Public Library 
MEDIA TO BE INVOLVED: 
Salina Journal  
Salina Media Group  

SCOPE OF TOPIC: 
Increasing diversity in the Kansas 
court system 

POSSIBLE SPEAKERS: 
Senior Judge Janice Russell, John-
son County, Judge Julie Robinson, 
U.S. District Court Judge, Topeka 

(Continued from page 3) 

Evaluations of Kansas judges  
are now posted online  

for the public to view. Go to 
www.kansasjudicialperformance.org 
to read what attorneys and trial par-
ticipants have to say about the judges 
they have worked with.  At the very 
bottom of the page, type in a name, 

county, or other identifier. 

HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT A  

PARTICULAR KANSAS 

JUDGE? 



 The Annual Membership Meeting of the 
Salina League of Women Voters featured 
Kansas Secretary of State, Ron Thornburgh, 
as our speaker.  Secretary Thornburgh ad-
dressed about 30 League members and 
guests at the meeting, which was held on 
August 31 at 7:00 p.m. in the Prescott Room 
of the Salina Public Library.  Cable Access 
TV covered the event. 

Secretary of State Thornburgh spoke 
about various voting issues that the State is 
facing.  He was proud of his efforts to clean 
up Kansas voter lists, by coordinating voter 
lists with neighboring states and removing 
voters who have moved.  While there are 
some organizations that feel this is an in-
fringement on voting rights, he said that his 
activities were proper and fully supported by 
the law. 

He also spoke extensively on his travels 
to India in his capacity as Secretary of State.  
India is often mentioned as a potential 
source of economic competition for the 
United States, but Secretary Thornburgh felt 
that various domestic issues would occupy 
India’s time and attention for quite awhile, 
making it difficult for India to be a major 
competitor in the world marketplace.. 

Following his prepared remarks, the 
Secretary answered a number of questions.  
He commented on his opinion about voter 
identification being required to vote in Kan-
sas.  He said he had supported some form 
of voter ID.  A bill which would allow any one 
of 16 forms of ID was passed by the Kansas 
legislature but was vetoed by then Governor 
Kathleen Sebelius.  

To honor August as Women’s Equality 
Month, the Salina League of Women Voters 
was invited to give a short presentation at 
the United States Department of Agriculture 
Service Center on East Iron Avenue in Sa-
lina on some aspect of women’s fight for 
equality.  President Ann Zimmerman and 
Membership Chair Margaret Wyatt gave 
their presentation at lunch on Thursday, 
August 20. 

Margaret talked about Alice Paul and 
her efforts to get a Federal Women’s Suf-
frage Amendment passed from 1912 until 
the ratification of the 19th amendment in 
1920.  Margaret was inspired to talk about 
Alice Paul by the film “Iron Jawed Angels,” 
which many of us viewed at the League 
social in November, 2008, in the Sunrise 
Presbyterian Church little theater.  Alice 
Paul felt that women’s suffrage must be 
guaranteed by a federal amendment in-
stead of piecemeal by the individual states.  
Her fight to accomplish this took on the 
federal government and President Wood-
row Wilson. 

Ann then sang a wonderful song, “Bread 
and Roses,” which was written for women 
mill workers in Massachusetts who were 
marching for women’s rights in the early 
1900’s.   Ann brought her keyboard, and 
appeared in costume. 

The presentation was very well re-
ceived, and Ann and Margaret thoroughly 
enjoyed being there.  Following Ann’s song, 
they stayed for a short meeting, at which 
the various USDA agencies reviewed pend-
ing issues. 

 
 

Page 5 VOLUME 50,  ISSUE 3  

Martha Murchison is the pastor at 
Sunrise Presbyterian Church.  She 
has been a Presbyterian minister for 
18 years, previously serving churches 
in Texas and Michigan. She was in-
stalled as Sunrise pastor April 19 this 
year. 

Martha decided to join the Salina 
League of Women Voters because 

she was “eager to find a forum where I 
might learn more about issues which 
impact the community – both local and 
national.” 

She is a writer and loves to garden 
and read as much as possible, and 
she is passionately concerned and 
worried about our environment.  Mar-
tha is the mother of two grown sons. 

Electoral College  
Fun Facts 

This is the fourth and final install-
ment of “Fun” facts about the Electoral 
College.  The national League of Women 
Voters supports its abolition, but this 
does not seem likely any time soon.  The 
Electoral College gives small states a 
disproportionate voice in the election of 
the President, and these small states 
have a vested interest in keeping it. 

The Founding Fathers established 
the Electoral College in part to remove 
the election of President from the dema-
goguery they thought might result if the 
voters elected the President by direct 
vote.  The Electoral College, they be-
lieved, would provide a calmer forum for 
the President’s selection.  The Founding 
Fathers also did not want the chief ex-
ecutive to be elected by Congress, since 
they felt the President would then be un-
der the control of the legislature. 

When the ballots for President and 
Vice President are opened at a joint ses-
sion of Congress in the January following 
the Presidential election, if no Presiden-
tial candidate has a majority, each state’s 
delegation in the House of Representa-
tives chooses a candidate from the three 
candidates having the most electoral 
votes.  All members of a state’s delega-
tion vote to come up with one winner.  
Each state has one vote, and this favors 
states with smaller populations. 

If no candidate receives a majority of 
electoral votes for the office of Vice 
President, the Senate elects the Vice 
President from the two candidates re-
ceiving the most electoral votes for Vice 
President. 

The House decided the outcome for 
President after the 1800 election, when 
Thomas Jefferson was elected, and the 
1824 election, when John Quincy Adams 
was elected.  The Senate chose the Vice 
President following the 1836 election, 
when Martin Van Buren was elected 
President, and Richard M. Johnson was 
elected Vice President.  

--All articles on this page are provided by 
Margaeret Wyatt, Membership Chair 
                          

League presentation 

to Farm Agencies 
MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING, Aug. 31 

NEW MEMBER: Martha Murchison 
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NOTES FROM OTHER LOCAL KANSAS LEAGUES 

LAWRENCE-DOUGLAS COUNTY (LWV 
L-DC):  In October, LWV L-DC hosted a 
forum on campaign finance reform.  This 
followed an  “Action Resolution” adopted at 
the May 2009 LWVK convention: 

Campaign Finance Reform:  Be it re-
solved that we urge the leaders of fhe politi-
cal parties in the 1) Kansas Senate Ethics 
and elections Committee, and in the 2) 
Kansas House  Elections Committee, to 
require any organization that sponsors a 
political campaign “issue ad” to report the 
sources of their funding and their expendi-
tures to an appropriate governmental 
agency; disclosure would be required prior 
to any voting. 

According to the  LWV L-DC VOTER, 
issue ads are defined as communications 
often referred to as electioneering commu-
nications that  do not expressly advocate 
for the election or defeat of a clearly identi-
fied candidate.  These advertisements or 
mailings may ask you to contact a candi-
date or current office holder to give them 
your viewpoint on a specific subject, but the 
literature or advertisement does not ask you 
to vote for or against a specific candidate.  
Because there is no express advocacy, 
individuals and/or organizations that use 
these types of advertisements or communi-
cations do not fall under the jurisdiction of 
Campaign Finance Act.  Therefore there is 
no reporting of this activity. 

A March 30, 2009, Lawrence Journal 
World editorial described the situation:  
“...Money can pour—and has poured—into 
Kansas from out-of-state sources to finance 
campaign commercials that seek to swing 
Kansas elections.  Almost always, that 
money comes from national groups with a 
narrow political agenda that want to dis-
credit and defeat candidates who differ with 
their point of view.  Their slant often is sen-
sational in a way that borders on dishonesty 
….”   

An August 2008 article in the Kansas City 
Star by Tom Sullinger and Robert A. Crok-
leton, was titled:  “Law allows campaigns to 
operate in secrecy: More unregulated 
money goes into ‘Issue advocacy’ groups, 
and Kansas has a ‘huge loop hole’….” 

EMPORIA LWV (from their newsletter):  
HOMECOMING ELECTION to be held at 
Emporia High School: Leaguers have been 
asked to run the election for Homecoming 
Queen and King at Emporia High again this 
year.  The County Clerk will be providing 
electronic voting machines for the election.  
This is a wonderful experience for the youth 
of our community to learn about the voting 
process and a great League project.  Marty 
H. is in charge of setting up this “mobile 
precinct” and will need poll workers.  The 
hours are from 11am to 1pm.   Please say 
YES when she calls you to work, or better 
yet contact her and volunteer.  If you can 
just work 1 hour that is okay.  

WICHITA METRO LWV: 
In a project co-sponsored by the Wichita 

Metro League of Women Voters, Kansas 
Sunshine Coalition and Wichita State Uni-
versity’s Elliott School of Communication, 
students from two Wichita State University 
communication law classes visited local 
and county governmental offices in the 
Wichita metropolitan area, during May and 
October 2009, to request records that Kan-
sas state law makes available to any citizen 
who requests them. The students made 
nearly 50 site visits. Roughly half of the site 
visits were completed in May, and the other 
half in October.  

The project found that some Wichita-area 
government staff members violated our 
state’s open records statute. Government 
leaders should be held accountable for 
these violations. In addition, local govern-
ment officials should strategically imple-
ment training programs to make sure that 
such open records violations are not re-
peated in the future. And finally, staff 
should become better equipped to handle 
requests as they come in to their offices, 
and become better informed about the kind 
of information or records that are easily 

available to any member of the public on 
government websites.  —Report prepared 
by Dr. Patricia L. Dooley. 
JOHNSON COUNTY LWV:  ESSAY 

CONTEST:  The League of Women Voters 
of Johnson County, in its efforts to educate 
young citizens and encourage active par-
ticipation in government, is pleased to an-
nounce its first essay contest for high 
school seniors!  The writer of the winning 
essay will receive a $1,000 scholarship. 
The 500-word essay must address the 
question: “Why is it important to exercise a 
citizen's right to vote?” 

We are excited about the prospect of 
engaging young people in these exciting 
times to think about how democracy works 
and how best to preserve democracy. 

Information has been sent to Johnson 
County school districts. The deadline for 
essay entries is Friday, January 29, 2010. 
We will invite the winner to read the winning 
essay at our annual Making Democracy 
Work Awards Program on Saturday, May 1, 
2010.   

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS:  The 
Johnson County League has been selected 
to participate in Connecting Future Legisla-
tors with Civil Society, with funding from the 
Bureau of Educational Affairs of the U.S. 
Department of State. We will receive two 
“fellows” from Colombia, South America for 
three weeks in April. While here, the fellows 
will intern in county, city, and/or state of-
fices and participate in League activities. 
This will be a great opportunity to increase 
the visibility of League and to increase our 
understanding of this South American coun-
try.  

NATURALIZATION CEREMONIES are 
held at the Federal Courthouse in KCK at 
5th and State on the last Friday of each 
month. They begin at 1:30 p.m. and last 
about 45 minutes. Then we register the new 
citizens to vote. If anyone is interested in 
attending this very moving ceremony and 
helping with voter registration, please con-
tact Ann Arnott. Mark your calendar with the 
dates of these Naturalization Ceremonies : 
•October 30•November 20•December 18. 

LOCAL  

       LEAGUES 
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A physician from the Dept. of Veteran’s 
Affairs, a HeadStart director, and an inter-
national businessman, all from Salina, 
comprised the panel of specialists at the 
Salina League’s Health Care Forum at 
Trinity United Methodist Church on Sep-
tember 14.  About 80 people attended. 
With concern across the country about 

health care costs, availability and legisla-
tion, much nonsense and misinformation 
has been tossed around as fact.  Local 
League members considered it important 
to find some real facts put forth by local 
people.  
Dr. Nina Ainsley from Salina’s VA Clinic 

spoke passionately about the moral im-
perative to make health care available to 
all our citizens and of the integral part elec-
tronic medical records play in her practice.   
Korey Hensley from Head Start/

Heartland Programs discussed the suc-
cess of Head Start in providing crucial 
early medical care for millions of children.   
Stewart Wilson, a native of Scotland and 

for the past two years a Salina executive 
for Premier Pneumatics, described his 
lifetime of experience with the British 
Health Services, and included statistics 
about care and costs there.  When pressed 
by a questioner in the audience, he admit-
ted he preferred the British system, be-
cause it was a recognition that all citizens 
of the United Kingdom are a community 
and take care of each other. 

All Salina League members with email 
regularly receive messages from the na-
tional League (LWVUS).  Most of these 
come to us through our Legislative Chair, 
Mary Frances Hogg with forwarding by Ted 
Mintun.  In the past, Mary Frances also 
forwarded messages from other organiza-
tions—these included messages from the 
AAUW (American Association of University 
Women) and many other groups of more 
or less partisan nature.  
We received some objections from 

members who contended that some of the 
organizations were out of keeping with the 

League’s non-partisan status, so the board 
directed Mary Frances to limit her for-
warded messages to League information. 
Meanwhile, some of us missed receiving 

all that interesting information, some of 
which we may have disagreed with but 
found informative nonetheless.  
For that reason, we are now initiating 

the Salina League’s ““OPT-IN” list.  If 
you wish to receive such forwarded mes-
sages from Mary Frances—or from other 
League  members with information to 
share—please contact Ann Zimmerman: 
ann@annzimmerman.com.  Such email 
forwardings will generally contain informa-
tion about politics, legislation, research or 
current events.  We WILL NOT be forward-
ing cute poetry, off-color jokes or other 
spam.  We WILL NOT share your email 
address with other groups or commercial 
sources.  
Some of the “Opt-In” information may be 

more partisan than standard League mes-
sages.  Please always feel free to hit the 
delete key.  Once you sign up, you may 
ask to be removed from the “Opt-In” list at 
any time. 

COUNTY COMMISSION 
•The Commission Zoning and Master Plan 
now allows for private wind energy sys-
tems. •The Sheriff's Office received a 
SMART grant (Sentencing, Monitoring, 
Apprehending, Registering, and Tracking) 
from the US Dept. of Justice to pay for sex 
offender compliance checks—grant was 
requested in 2007. •Farrelly Road and 
Hohneck Road will be upgraded to an ag-
gregate surface with funding from the Na-
tional Guard Bureau. •A $25,000 contract 
to prepare a multi-jurisdictional Hazard 
Mitigation Plan was awarded to State and 
Local Emergency Mgmt. Consultants, LLC, 
of Topeka.                  --Donita Michaelsen 
LIBRARY BOARD 
•Honeywell, Inc., is conducting an energy 
audit for $3000 with 2-3 visits. Library 
modifications could cost around $500,000, 
to be recovered over 20 years in energy 
savings. •Choices, Inc., has proposed 
selling snacks and drinks in the coffee area 
beginning in mid-January with the help of a 

grant from the KS Council on Developmen-
tal Disabilities. •The adult section is under-
going major remodeling. •Securitas began 
providing library security in late October. •
The new KOHA automation system is 
working well - it allows Google-style 
searches of the catalog, displays book 
jackets, accesses the KWU catalog and 
has many other advantages.—Mike Wilson 

The League’s many projects open opportu-
nities for all sorts of talents and activities.  
Here are some. If these appeal to you, 
please contact President, Ann Zimmer-
man, or any other board member: 
NEW BOARD MEMBER:   
Are you willing to spend around two hours 
a month meeting with a dozen or so inter-
esting, dedicated citizens, making deci-
sions and thinking creatively about the 
League’s possibilities?  We need you on 
the board.—men and women are welcome. 
VOTER EDITOR: 
Do you have experience in writing, editing, 
publishing or graphic design?  We can 
supply software and training if necessary.  
Most articles are provided for you by 
League members as well as online 
sources for state and national issues.  Our 
VOTER newsletter is a powerful source of 
information for community leaders inside 
and outside the League.  Other Leagues 
around the state refer to it, too. 
SOCIAL EVENTS PLANNER: 
Do you have a flair for parties, events or 
lively gatherings?  The Salina League is 
hoping to host more social events, to pull 
together members and potential members 
and to highlight the fascinating women and 
men who make up the Salina League of 
Women Voters.  Let us know your ideas. 
RESEARCHER OF LOCAL ISSUES: 
Is there a local issue that you think needs 
investigating?  Are you concerned about a 
specific topic that affects you, your family 
or others in the Salina area?  Such chal-
lenges are one of the League’s greatest 
strengths.  Please let us know of your con-
cerns—together we can make a difference. 
RECRUITER OF NEW MEMBERS:  Know 
someone who would make a great League 
member? An invitation from you may be all 
they need. 

CROWD ATTENDS SEPT. 

HEALTH CARE FORUM 

NEW “OPT-IN”  

EMAIL LIST 

OBSERVER  
HIGHLIGHTS  

The League is Looking  

FOR YOUR TALENTS! 



JOIN US 

JOIN IN THE ACTION:  Become a member of the League of Women Voters of 
Salina or renew your League Membership.  There is no better time than NOW 
for you to join the League. Please take a moment now to become a member. 
 NAME:           
 ADDRESS:          
 CITY/STATE/ZIP:         
    PHONE:     EMAIL:      

_____ Yes, I want to add my voice to yours by joining the League at the following level: 
 ______ Single Membership (circle one) 
   Contributing Level        $55.00 
   Sustaining Level         $45.00 
 ______ Family Membership (circle one) 
   Contributing Level       $80.00 
   Sustaining Level         $65.00 
 ______  Student/supported or other    $20.00 
 

_____ I am unable to join the League at this time, but enclosed is my contribution of $__________. 
 

 For more information, please contact: Margaret Wyatt, Membership Chairperson 
     4401 W. State Street Road, Salina, Kansas 67401    
     Telephone: 823-2806  Email:  gretchenskiski@aol.com 
 

Make checks payable to: The League of Women Voters of Salina, and mail to PO Box 502, Salina, KS 67402-0502. 

League of Women Voters of Salina 

PO Box 502 
Salina, KS  67402-0502 
www.lwvofsalinaks.com   


