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From A Scandia, Kansas, Girlhood To  

CHIEF JUDGE, US COURT OF APPEALS 

JUDGE DEANELL REECE TACHA TO SPEAK MONDAY, AUGUST 30 

Deanell Reace Tacha has 
been featured in the media re-
cently about her collection of 
Christmas memorabilia at her 
Lawrence home and her public 
interview of retired Supreme 
Court Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor, but her day job takes 
her to the federal courthouse in 
Denver where she sits as a 
judge for the United States 
Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Judge Tacha, who was Chief 

Judge of the Tenth Circuit from 
2001 to 2007, grew up in Scan-
dia, Kansas, a tiny town (population 377) 
just west of Belleville.  

Judge Tacha will discuss her life story 
and the value of judicial diversity.  Her 

presentation is part of the League’s 
statewide effort to promote a more 
diverse judiciary in Kansas.  Fund-
ing for the project comes from the 
national League of Women Voters 
and the Transparency and Integrity 
Fund of the Open Society Institute.  
You can read more about Judge 
Tacha at www.ca10.uscourts.gov/
chambers/index.php. 
   The Tenth Circuit hears federal 
appeals cases from the states of 
Kansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, 
Colorado, Wyoming and Utah, as 
well as the portions of Yellowstone 

National Park in Montana and Idaho.   
The Salina League’s annual Member-

ship meeting is free and open to the pub-
lic.  Please invite your friends! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership Meeting 
7pm, Mon., August 30 
Salina Public Library 

Prescott Room  
PUBLIC INVITED! 



Eighteen years ago, the first African-
American woman judge in the history of 
Kansas, Jennifer Jones, took her seat 
in a Wichita courtroom.  
Five years ago, the first African-

American judge in Shawnee County, 
Joseph Johnson, began presiding 
over a Topeka courtroom.  
And only three years ago, the first 

Latina judge in the state of Kansas, 
Maritza Segarra, began hearing cases 
in Junction City.  
These three judges will speak with 

college students and the public at Kan-
sas Wesleyan’s Peters Science Hall on 
October 7, 7pm.  Please be there. 
The judges will discuss their lives and 

their views on the value of diversity 
among judges.   

Judge Jones was born and raised in 
Wichita.  She attended Emporia State 
University and graduated from Univer-
sity of Missouri, Columbia, and then the 
University of Oklahoma Law School.  

She worked in the district attorney’s 
office in Muskogee, Oklahoma, and in a 
private law firm 
in Wichita be-
fore winning 
election to Dis-
trict Judge in 
Sedgwick 
County.  She 
is now a judge 
in Wichita Mu-
nicipal Court. 

Judge Se-
garra was 
born in New 
York and 
spent much of her youth in 
Puerto Rico before attend-
ing Kansas State Univer-
sity and  Washburn Law 
School.  She was a public 
defender in the North Cen-
tral Public Defenders Of-
fice for sixteen years be-
fore being appointed as magistrate 
judge in Geary County—the first 
woman judge in that county—and now 
as District Judge in the Eighth Judicial 
District (Geary, Dickinson and Morris 
Counties).  She was appointed by 

Governor Kathleen Sebelius. 
Judge Johnson was born in Florida, 

went to college in North Carolina and 

graduated from KU Law School.  He 
practiced law in Topeka for thirty years, 
representing clients in medical malprac-
tice, small business, probate, domestic 
relations and criminal defense cases.  

Governor Kath-
leen Sebelius 
appointed him as 
Shawnee County 
District Judge. 
   This event is co
-sponsored by 
the KWU Depart-
ment of Behav-
ioral Science.  It 
is part of a two-
year Kansas 

League of Women Voters pro-
ject entitled Safeguarding U.S. 
Democracy: A Quest for a 
More Diverse Judiciary. The 
project is supported in part by a 
grant from the Transparency 
and Integrity Fund of the Open 

Society Institute and by the LWV of the 
United States Education Fund. 
Refreshments, thanks to KWU, will 

make this event a tasty one.  The public 
is invited along with students from all 
local colleges and universities, includ-
ing Kansas Wesleyan University, 
Brown-Mackie College, and Kansas 
State University, Salina. 
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AUGUST 
 4-7 Tri-Rivers Fair 
 17 Board Meeting 
 30 Membership Meeting 
 

SEPTEMBER  
 21 Board Meeting 
 

OCTOBER 
   7 Judges’ Forum, KWU 
 19 Board Meeting 
 21 Candidate Forum 
 

NOVEMBER 
 16 Board Meeting 
 

DECEMBER 
  No board meeting 
  Happy Holidays! 

 CALENDAR 

JUDICIAL DIVERSITY PANEL 
DIVERSE KANSAS JUDGES TO ADDRESS SALINA COLLEGE STUDENTS AND THE PUBLIC  

7PM, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, KWU PETERS SCIENCE HALL 

JUDGE JENNIFER JONES 

JUDGE JOE JOHNSON 

The League of Women Voters has 
long worked to promote fair and impar-
tial courts nation-wide.  During the two 
years from 2009 to 2011, the League is 
focusing on promoting diversity at all 
levels of the Kansas judiciary to en-
hance the legitimacy of our system of 
justice in the eyes of an increasingly 
diverse public.  

Research suggests that such 
change will: 1) inspire more confidence 

in the judiciary, 2) be more representa-
tive of the broader community, 3) pro-
mote justice, 4) promote equality of 
opportunity for historically excluded 
groups, and 5) promote judicial imparti-
ality.  

 
You can read much more about 

this topic at the Kansas League of 
Women Voters website (www.lwvk.org/
studyjudiciary.html). 

WHY STUDY DIVERSITY IN THE COURTS? 

JUDGE MARITZA SEGARRA 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Evaluations of Kansas judges are  
available to the public online. Go to 

www.kansasjudicialperformance.org to 
read what attorneys and trial partici-
pants have to say about the judges 
they have worked with.  Scroll way 

down to the  bottom of the page, type 
in name, county, or other identifier to 

find the judge of your choice. 

HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT A 

PARTICULAR JUDGE? 

Senator Pete Brungardt: 
Statehouse 136-E, Topeka, 66612 

pete.brungardt@senate.ks.gov  
 Topeka phone: 785-296-7390 

 
Representatives are undetermined  

at press time.  Contact yours at 
FirstName.LastName@house.ks.gov. 

Governor Mark Parkinson:  
Statehouse 212-S 

Topeka, KS 66612-1590 
Phone:   877-KSWORKS  
   (877-579-6757) 

 
Email the Governor through his web-

site  http://governor.ks.gov 

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR  

STATE REPRESENTATIVES & ELECTED OFFICIALS 

THIS MONTH MARKS 90 YEARS of 
women’s voting rights across America.  
There are still people alive today who 
can remember when women had no 
voice in government.    
Our primary election day just passed 

us.  DID YOU VOTE?  Your vote is the 
fruit of many decades of hard work and 
hope.  Generations of women, and men 
too, pushed toward voter equality and 
finally prevailed in the face of astound-
ing odds.  
Inspired by our predecessors, we 

look around today and ask, How 
can we make our own society 
even better? 
In June, my trip to the League of 

Women Voters National Convention 
in Atlanta, GA, was an amazing ad-
venture.  I urge any members who have 
an opportunity to attend future conven-
tions to jump at the chance.  A giant 
room filled with hundreds of articulate, 
dedicated and richly informed dele-
gates is an inspiration and a logistical 
marvel.  The five days were so jam 
packed with issues, it was often a chal-
lenge to find time to squeeze in meals 
and sleep. Yet every event ran on time, 
and over 700 people participated, de-
bated and voted in a civil manner.   
The most entertaining event was a 

panel of all the living past League presi-
dents, reminiscing about administra-
tions that underestimated the potential 
of a group of “little ladies” to take on the 
power structure—until today, when the 
League garners respect across govern-
mental lines of power.   
In between the Plenary Sessions 

(where all were together in 
one room), dozens of work-

shops dealt with 
matters 
of na-
tional 
policy, 

regional concerns and ways to make 
our local Leagues function better in our 
busy lives. 
National figures came to greet the 

delegation, telling remarkable stories.  
Civil rights activist and member of the 
House of Representatives, John Lewis 
of Georgia, remembered when African-
Americans were fighting for their own 
rights to vote.  Health and Human Ser-
vices director and former Kansas gov-
ernor Kathleen Sebelius discussed her 
concerns about health in America, re-
minding us that U.S. citizens spend 
more money on health care than any 
other country on earth, yet live sicker 
and die younger than in nearly any 

other developed country.  Read more 
about convention events on Page 4. 
Hope you spent some time at our 

Fair Booth.  Thank you to the Norlins 
for the booth design and to all the 
members who staffed the table. 
Our Judicial Diversity project contin-

ues on August 30 with the delightfully 
entertaining Deanell Reece Tacha, 
Scandia native and Federal Court of 
Appeals judge, and on October 7 with 
the judicial panel shown on the previ-
ous page.  Judges seldom have the 
chance to display much personality 
while doing their jobs, which is one rea-
son these events are so revealing and 
interesting.  Judges are people, too, 
and we hope the genders and complex-
ions of Kansas judges soon come to 
reflect more accurately the people over 
whom their decisions rule.   
Our final project for Judicial Diversity 

will take a few local high school stu-
dents to the Eisenhower Center to re-
search early judicial diversity during the 
Eisenhower era.  Thanks to Deirdre 
Hoff at Central for her initial work. 

Stretch your mind by participating in 
the League’s many events and pro-
jects, And bring your friends so they 
can grow as well. 

—Ann Zimmerman 

STRETCH  
        YOUR  
      MIND 

LWV—    
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SALINA COMMUNITY ACCESS TELEVISION  
POTENTIAL NOT BEING REACHED 

By David Norlin    
Salina’s Community Access Television 

should be an ally of the League of Women 
Voters in providing various citizen perspec-
tives on issues affecting the community.    
However, two problems keep it from do-

ing that well, the first an ongoing problem, 
the second one of recent origin.   
From the beginning, it has been difficult 

to know what will be on the station (Cable 
Channel 21) at any given time.   The only 
semi-reliable guide is the website 
www.salinatv.org, and that is not always 
accurate nor fully functional.    
At its annual meeting this spring, the 

Salina League voted to request that Ac-
cess develop as predictable a schedule as 
possible with a usable program guide. 
Such a schedule would mean that a given 
program or set of similar programs would 
be aired at a set time, say for example 
7:00pm on Wednesdays, so the program’s 
followers will know when to tune in.   
A second problem is more recent, but 

also is about scheduling.    
A bit of history helps.   
More than 4 years ago, with the coopera-

tion of then-Director David Hawksworth, a 
group of citizens came together to buy a 
modulator for Democracy Now!, the widely-
known, prize-winning daily news analysis 
show hosted by Amy Goodman.  The show 
is hosted through the Free Speech TV net-
work.   FSTV is a coalition of community 
media groups that allow the program to be 
distributed nationally through community 
radio and televi-
sion facilities.    
The modulator 

purchase allowed 
it to be translated 
from satellite feed 
to cable-ready 
showing at 3 differ-
ent times of the 
day, at least one of 
them at a time after working hours when 
most of Salina could tune in and get ac-
cess to a show not otherwise available in 
mainstream media.   
Later, because of problems with Ac-

cess’s large satellite dish signal (and later, 
the wind destruction of that dish), the same 
group came together again to purchase a 

smaller, less vulnerable dish.  Access TV 
was present at that meeting to provide 
guidance.  The new dish provided the 
same programming, and freed the staff 
from the translation headaches previously 
experienced. 
Under Access TV’s new director, Marcia 

Stephenson, however, Democracy Now! 
has been cut from its 6:00 p.m. slot and 
cablecast only at 7 a.m., when most citi-
zens are unable to tune in.  The primary 
argument for that decision has been that 
Democracy Now! is not like other Access 
shows and therefore has less status. 
Access’s reason for existence is not just 

to provide a window on community activi-
ties but to offer substantive information 
crucial to that community.   It can also at-
tract an audience, through Democracy 
Now! and other Access TV programs by 
offering those programs at regular and 
accessible times.   Only in this way can 
Access fulfill its goal of being a valuable 
citizens’ communication outlet in Salina--
and hopefully attract the sort of interest and 
funding it will require to remain viable.  

 

NOTES FROM ATLANTA — LWVUS BIENNIAL CONVENTION 

� LWVUS will undertake two simultane-
ous studies over the next two years:  
1) The Role of The Federal Govern-
ment in Education; and 
2) Privatization of Government Ser-
vices (in military and civilian life).   

If either of these topics are of interest to 
you, contact a League leader to find a 
level of involvement right for you.  The 
League needs us all to put our heads to-
gether! 
� Touch-screen voting machines are 
not automatically accurate.  The League 
urges all states to set up periodic, trans-
parent, public audits of results.   
� Only 24% of the LWVUS budget comes 
from dues—the rest comes from direct 
marketing and grants.  The Per-Member 
Payment (PMP) will go up 50¢ this year, 
30¢ more the following year, raising the 

total to $30 per year by 2011. 
� Since young people and most com-
merce today are online, the League should 
include web information in all corre-
spondence and educational materials, 
and include links to online sources in all 
email messages. Blogging is good, too, as 
well as a Local League Facebook page. 
New, free software allows all future 
“Voter’s Guides To Candidates” to be 
online. 
� At least once a year, the National 
VOTER will again be published and 
mailed.  
� The US has the most expensive health 
care in the world but ranks 37th in Mater-
nal Mortality; and illness and medical bills 
cause 62% of US bankruptcies.  Readily 
available and affordable health care will 
not turn us into a socialist country.  The 

League supports “Medicare for All.” 
� Strive to model civil discourse at all 
our meetings – we try to speak the truth, 
but there is always another point of view 
that may be legitimate, though we may not 
agree.  Avoid eye rolling, disrespectful 
comments, contemptuous tone of voice. 
� The new Ruth Schurr membership re-
cruitment initiative  commemorates the 
late, long-time League member who said:  
“There are 3 kinds of people:  those who 
make things happen, those who watch 
things happen, and (the overwhelming 
majority) those who have no idea what’s 
happening.” Ruth’s motto: “Save a friend 
from the majority—bring them to a League 
of Women Voters meeting.” 
 

NEXT CONVENTION:  Washington, DC, 
June 2012! 
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The Salina League of Women Voters 
Water Committee met on May 20 with Tim 
Rogers and his committee of local officials 
to learn the status of Schilling Air Force 
Base water pollution issues.  The meeting 
was one of several meetings initiated over 
the past few years by the Salina League 
through its Water Committee. Members 
Ardean Maxey and Bruce and Margaret 
Wyatt and League president Ann Zimmer-
man, asked for a progress report on nego-
tiations to clean up a plume of toxic pollut-
ants near Salina’s municipal wells, the re-
sult of standard practices at the Air Force 
Base which was located in Salina begin-
ning in the 1950s and closed in the 1960s.   

Tim Rogers of the Salina Airport Au-
thority, Dennis Kuhlman, K-State Salina 
president, Rob Winter, USD 305 superin-
tendant of schools, and Jason Gage, Sa-
lina city manager, are all part of the team of 
public officials involved in the issue.  Tim 

Unruh, reporter for the Salina Journal, also 
attended. 

The League committee was told that, in 
May 2009, Salina officials entered a new 
phase of the negotia-
tions to settle with the 
federal government, by 
sending a demand 
letter to the Depart-
ment of Justice.  Nego-
tiations with the De-
partment of Justice 
began in the fall of 
2009.  The next step will be to file a federal 
lawsuit to bring a judge into the picture. 

The goal of Tim Rogers and his com-
mittee is to achieve a settlement in which a 
lump sum of money is given to the local 
group to clean up the pollution.  This sum 
would be administered locally.  Rogers and 
his committee want to reach a settlement 
with the federal government via a consent 

decree specifying terms, conditions and 
funding.  Abatement of pollution would be a 
twenty to forty year project, with the bulk of 
the work occurring in the first five to seven 

years. 
     Local officials decided to take on 
the clean-up work themselves after 
years of frustration in trying to work 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, which would normally be in 
charge of such projects. 
     Currently, about 150 monitor wells 
track the progress of the pollution 

plume, which is expanding, the committee 
was told, but not at an alarming rate. 

Although Tim Rogers and his commit-
tee could not give the League committee 
specific details on the status of negotia-
tions, they were hopeful that a settlement 
would be reached in the near future. 

 

         —Margaret Wyatt 

SALINA LEAGUE WATER COMMITTEE GETS 

GROUNDWATER POLLUTION PROGRESS REPORT 

WELCOME NEW LEAGUE MEMBERS! 

CAROL VIAR 
Carol Viar of rural Saline County 

serves on the USD 306 (Southeast of Sa-
line) School Board.  She says, “I decided to 
join the League because I am becoming 
more interested in political activities and 
want to become a more informed citizen 
and voter.”  Carol worked in financial insti-
tutions for many years.  She currently has 
a small accounting practice and manages 
her family’s rental properties.  She taught 
elementary school in an earlier career.  

Carol is Assistant Treasurer of the 
Presbytery of Northern Kansas.  She initi-
ated the CASTLE Project (Children’s Active 
Summer Time for Learning and Exercise), 
a program for low-income children now in 
its sixth year at Sunrise Presbyterian 
Church. Carol now serves as CASTLE 
President and is an active member of Sun-
rise Presbyterian.  In her free time she 
reads, gardens and sews.  Carol is married 

to Ed Viar, and their son James attends 
Kansas State University in Manhattan. 

COLLEEN M. JEWELL 
Colleen Jewell, Salina, was once a 

League member in Utah.  When she 
moved to Kansas, a woman (Joan Finney) 
was governor (“Unheard of in Utah!” she 
says), and she didn’t feel the strong need 
for the League.  She became busy with 
other organizations.  Now, she says, “I 
have time once again to belong” to the 
League.  “I have always supported and  

admired the League.”  She looks forward to 
strengthening friendships and making new 
ones.   

Colleen has been an elementary mu-
sic teacher, church organist, choir director, 
Salina Community Theatre music director, 
director of the Smoky Hill River Rascals, 
piano player for draft horse shows, and she 
performed with a traveling 1885 Medicine 
Show re-enactment.  In her youth, she 
played piano for a dancing school, taught 
piano to young children, and played with a 
swing dance band.  Her early credits also 
include babysitter, grocery checker, truck 
stop waitress and accompanist for social 
dance classes at KU.  She sews, goes to 
movies and theater, plays with her grand-
children, travels and dates whenever possi-
ble.  She has three adult children (Jamie, 
Mark and Susan), seven grandchildren and 
five great grandchildren, all of whom, she 
says, are way above average. 
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INTERIM COMMITTEES 
Interim committees are organized as two 
types. The first type is developed through 
statute establishing a joint committee 
(House and Senate members) or a stand-
ing committee. Joint committees normally 
cover one topic area such as children, en-
ergy/natural resources, health care or edu-
cation. The second type is a special com-
mittee that delves into a particular issue or 
topic for one year. The Legislative Coor-
dinating Council (LCC) – comprised of 
the House and Senate leadership – deter-
mines which of the joint committees will be 
meeting and determines if any special 
committees will be formed. Due to budget 
problems faced by the Kansas Legislature, 
the number of meeting dates for the interim 
committees has declined from 200 days in 
2008 to 76 days in 2010.  
JOINT COMMITTEES 
The primary joint committees are budget, 
claims against the State of Kansas, state 
building construction (handles capital im-
provements for state agencies) and admin-
istrative rules and regulations. A second 
tier of joint committees is health policy 
oversight, energy/environmental policy, 
pensions and home & community based 
service oversight. The chairpersons of 
these joint committees write a letter to the 
LCC requesting a certain number of meet-
ing dates and listing particular issues that 
might be covered. For example, the chair 
of the Budget Committee is Senator Jay 
Emler and his letter indicated that the com-
mittee might review the child support sys-
tem in Kansas. His request for 8 meeting 
dates was cut to 6 so all listed issues might 
not be covered by this committee. Informa-
tion on the interim committees can be 
viewed at the Kansas Legislative Research 
Department website:  
www.kslegislature.org/klrd.. 
APPROVED INTERIM STUDY TOPICS 
The following topics – approved on July 15 
by the LCC -- will be handled by special 
committees or standing committees. These 
topics will be researched this summer and 

fall. The respective interim committees will 
report on their deliberations before the leg-
islative session begins in January, and the 
committees may develop specific bills to be 
introduced. Often in the past, these legisla-
tive recommendations have had a better 
chance of actually becoming law, but now it 
takes very strong bipartisan support for an 
interim committee recommendation to be-
come law. 

 LEGISLATURE 
Streamlining Legislative Joint Commit-
tees, Commissions, and Task Forces:  
This special committee will have 8 House 
members, 5 Senators and meet for two 
days with the chair coming from the House. 
Its job will be: 
♦ Review the number and purposes of 
legislative joint committees, commissions 
and task forces. 
♦ Determine if the 24 joint committees, 
commissions, and task forces, which have 
a combined membership of 229, could be 
reduced or combined. 
♦ Review the value of “sunsetting” any 
joint committee, task force or commission. 
Code of Ethics for Legislators: This topic 
was assigned to the standing House Rules 
and Journal Committee and the Senate 
Organization, Calendar and Rules Commit-
tee. Two days of hearings were granted for 
just the House Rules and Journal Commit-
tee to: 
♦ Review the establishment of a legisla-
tor code of ethics to govern the behavior of 
legislators. 
♦ Study the need for a code of ethics to 
address potential conflicts of interests. 
Review the Iowa Legislative Ethics Code 

and other states’ legislative ethics codes. 
 ASSESSMENT AND TAXATION 
KANSAS TAX STRUCTURE:. This com-
mittee will have 8 House members and 5 
Senators with the Chairman being Rep. 
Richard Carlson and will have three days 
of interim hearings to:  
♦Review the Kansas tax structure and 
ways it can be improved and simplified. 
♦Study ways to decrease tax rates by 
broadening tax bases, as well as studying 
the potential effects of a so-called fair and 
flat consumption tax and a flat and simpli-
fied income tax 
 EDUCATION 
SCHOOL FINANCE AND POLICY IS-
SUES: This topic was requested by 
Speaker Mike O’Neal. There will 8 House 
members and 5 Senators with the chair 
being a House member. 4 days of interim 
hearings will be held. It will: 
♦ Review various proposals considered 
in the 2010 Session on education policy 
and explore proposals to simplify and 
streamline school finance. 
♦ Study Legislative Post Audit’s school-
efficiency recommendations: 

ο uniform system of accounts, 

ο performance-based compensation, 

ο flexibility of unencumbered funds, 

ο tenure reform, 

ο a 10-year K-12 cost projection, 

ο curriculum standards 

ο increasing percentage of state funds 
for classroom/instruction expenditures 
 JUDICIARY 
This Judiciary interim committee, made up 
of six House members and three Senators, 
(and chaired by one of the three Senators,) 
will meet for 2 days studying: 
Criminal Background Checks for Poten-
tial Employees of Adult Care Homes: 
Study criminal history background checks 
and whether the current differences in the 
procedure and type of criminal record 
check information provided to child care 

(Continued on page 7) 

KANSAS LEGISLATIVE UPDATE #20 
BY PAUL JOHNSON FOR LWVK,  JULY 23,  2010 
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LIBRARY BOARD 
OBSERVER HIGHLIGHTS 

WHAT’S THE SALINA 

LEAGUE BEEN UP TO? 

Kansas Supreme Court Justices partici-
pated in both of Salina’s Judicial Diversity 
events since the last Voter came out, just 
NOT the Justices that we expected.  
Our panel of judges speaking to college 

students at Kansas Wesleyan March 25 
was to include Justice Marla Luckert, but 
at the last minute she had to travel out of 
state, so we were lucky to have the other 
woman on the Supreme Court, Justice 
Carol Beier, instead, along with Court of 
Appeals Judge Henry Green, an African-
American man, and female magistrate 
judge Sheila Hochhauser from Manhattan.   
The audience of college students  and 

others, numbering about 70 people, was 
full of good questions for the judges, who 

provided insights into the 
value of having different 
races and both genders 
among Kansas judges. 

Justice Beier had 
been sched-
uled to key-

note our Annual Meeting in April, but again, 
changes happened at the last minute.  As a 
result, Supreme Court Justice Eric Rosen 
spoke to a small group of our membership. 
The location was St. John’s Military 
School’s Stevens Center.   

Justice Rosen’s good humor and good 
nature were evident throughout the event.  
He showed his League credentials by 
bringing with him his 92 year old mother 
who, in 1963-1964, was  president of the 
Topeka League of Women Voters.   
During the question and answer period, 

Justice Rosen revealed that he was the 
first Jewish person ever appointed as a 
Kansas judge when he took the bench in 
Topeka in the 1990s—another aspect of 
the growing diversity among Kansas 
judges. 
On May 1, Kaye Crawford represented 

Salina at the State League Council Meeting 
in Manhattan, where the program again 
discussed Judicial Diversity, with Justice 
Beier, Justice Luckert and Judge Green. 

facilities and adult care facilities is justi-
fied. 
2010 Senate Bill No. 374 – The Apol-
ogy Bill: Review SB 374 which would 
make inadmissible in any claim or civil 
action by or on behalf of a patient alleging 
an adverse outcome of medical care, any 
statements expressing regret, a mistake, 
error, sympathy, or apology by a health 
care provider or employee. 
NATURAL GAS STORAGE FIELDS 
AND FACILITIES 
This special committee will have 8 House 
members and 5 Senate members with 
the chair being a Senator; it will meet for 
two days to: 
♦Study the impact of two recent court 
cases and their potential effects on state 
laws and regulations associated with 
natural gas storage fields and facilities in 
Kansas. 
♦Study the taxation of natural gas in 
underground storage facilities, in the 
fields, in other storage arrangements and 
taxation of other minerals produced from 
storage fields.  (One primary potential 
option for storing wind energy is to pump 
compressed air into old natural gas for-
mations and use the compressed air at 
necessary times to generate electricity.) 
 PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE 
Cutting Off Voluntary Admissions to 
State Psychiatric Hospitals:  
♦ Review the decision by SRS to elimi-
nate the option for individuals voluntarily 
to admit themselves to state psychiatric 
hospitals during times of personal crisis. 
♦ Review SRS’s protocol for managing 
state hospital census. 
♦ Study funding for state psychiatric 
hospitals and local acute care psychiatric 
inpatient services provided by local hospi-
tals. This topic was requested by the 
Kansas Mental Health Coalition and re-
ferred to the Legislative Budget Commit-
tee for their review. 

(Continued from page 6) 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE (CONT.) 

These highlights come from LWV Ob-
server Mike Wilson’s reports on the 
Salina Public Library’s Board of Trustees: 

Starting this September, library pa-
trons will notice the major Adult Services 
Remodeling Project. Changes will in-
clude more open space, a new informa-
tion services desk, more space for au-
dio\visual materials, and a new “cone of 
silence” – a small dome hanging from the 
library ceiling.  A TV will be located in that 
cone and only persons in that area will be 
able to hear the audio.  The reading area 
will be moved to the north side of the 
library and waves of fabric will be added.  
The microfilm room will now be a quiet 
study room and a conference room.  A 
major cost of the project involves adding 
electrical outlets to tables for computer 
use with cables running through the con-
crete floor.  Local architects Jones-Gillam 
designed the project.  Construction costs 
will run about $150,000 over 120 days.  

The 20-year energy efficiency project 
(to be funded by about $700,000 in bonds 
and in which 20-year energy savings 
were expected to equal the cost of the 
project) was tabled after board members 
received unexpected information about 
the plan. All project options had not been 
explained to them, and the energy sav-
ings might not be enough to pay for the 
cost of the project.  New concerns also 
arose about maintenance and operational 
costs for the new equipment.  The board 
will consider other options. 

Total circulation of materials is signifi-
cantly higher than last year: May 2010 
was up15% over May 2009; July up 20% 
over last year, and both April and June 
circulation were up 26%.  DVD circulation 
tripled over the past 3 years, from 2,349 
in April 2007 to 7,903 in April 2010. 

At the Smoky Hill River Festival the 
library sponsored the successful Bugs 
and Balloons activity.  On Friday of the 
festival, more than 100 persons enrolled 
in the Get Caught Reading activity.   

The Friends of the Library organiza-
tion plans to contribute up to $600 for 
early literacy services and more than 
$1200 for prizes for the summer reading 
program, in which about 1,400 children 
and 725 teens enrolled. 



JOIN US 

JOIN IN THE ACTION:  Become a member of the League of Women Voters of 
Salina or renew your League Membership.  There is no better time than NOW 
for you to join the League. Please take a moment now to become a member. 
 NAME:           
 ADDRESS:          
 CITY/STATE/ZIP:         

    PHONE:     EMAIL:      
_____ Yes, I want to add my voice to yours by joining the League at the following level: 
 ______ Single Membership (circle one) 
   Contributing Level        $55.00 
   Sustaining Level         $45.00 
 ______ Family Membership (circle one) 
   Contributing Level       $80.00 
   Sustaining Level         $65.00 
 ______  Student/supported or other    $20.00 
 
_____ I am unable to join the League at this time, but enclosed is my contribution of $__________. 

 
 For more information, please contact: Margaret Wyatt, Membership Chairperson 
     4401 W. State Street Road, Salina, Kansas 67401    
     Telephone: 823-2806  Email:  gretchenskiski@aol.com 
 

Make checks payable to: The League of Women Voters of Salina, and mail to PO Box 502, Salina, KS 67402-0502. 

League of Women Voters of Salina 

PO Box 502 
Salina, KS  67402-0502 
www.lwvofsalinaks.com   


