Journal blamed for city-county woes

Commissioner:

Newspaper editor .
distorts relationship

By Darrln StineMan

Salina Journal

A month ago, when the
five-member Salina City
Commission was the subject
of alLeague of Women Vot-
ers public forum, League
member Ann Zimmerman
wanted to know why the
city commission and Saline
County Commission can’t
seem to get along.

She asked the same thing
of county commissioners
Tuesday, when commis-
sioners Craig Stephenson,
Sherri Barragree and Randy
Duncan were the guests of a
league public forum.

During the past two years,
when the league was giv-
ing reports on the merits of
studying city-county con-
solidation, Zimmerman and
other league members had
attended several joint city-
county meetings, and she
said she was troubled by the
way the members of the bod-
ies treated one another.

“We were pretty dismayed
by the fact that the city and
county commissions do not
cooperate... that they don’t
even speak with respect
toward each other in many
instances,” said Zimmer-
man, who was one of about
20 people who attended the
event at the Salina Public
Library. “It seemsthat even
on issues where they don’t
agree, they would at |east be
able to speak respectfully to

each other.”

Stephenson, chairman of
the county commission, sug-
gested the Salina Journal
had distorted the nature of
the city-county rel ationship.

In making his point, Ste-
phenson mentioned an Oct.
31 editorial that Journal edi-
tor and publisher Tom Bdll
wrote about the last joint
city-county meeting. The edi-
torial pointed out that three
city commissioners never
spoke during the meeting,
“apparently seeing the futil-
ity in trying to change the
mind of any county commis-
sioner.”

Stephenson conceded that
some meetings have been
“extremely ugly,” but he said
the most recent one went
well.

“It wasonly when | read

the editorial that | thought
we had a disagreement at the
meseting,” hesaid. “Soisit
really acity-county issue, or
isit anissueof the editor of
the editorial page that wants
to probably make thisissue
into something more than
what it really is.”

Zimmerman said she's
seen altercations with her
own eyes.

“1 haveto sy, inthe
leagu€’ s experience,” she
said, “it’ s not just the paper
that’ s made these things up.”

It’'s all beenresolved ...

Zimmerman also men-
tioned the “latest incarna-
tion” o city-county discord,
a flap over office space Saline County Commissioners Sherri Barragree (from left) Craig
needed for anew outreach Stephenson and randy Duncan listen to a question from the

audience during tuesday’s League of Women Voters public forum at

SeeJournal, Page a3 the Salina Public Library.
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Journal / City offiad says room issue not resolved

from PAGE Al of Stephenson’s dlaim that space had  forum and commisson meeting” asalt spreader that it dr had for bringing the county to the table,”
— _ been obtained and the position filled.  a 11 am. Tuesdays, but frequently,  gpproved during an informal sesson  Stephenson said. “The county redly
position & the city’s Human “We have not hired anyone for the  agendaitemsare of little substance & the commisson office. wasn't a the table in the past in
Relations Department. The city POSU on that | was gpproved for. As ~ — or meetings are canceled because “We gpproved that & a sessontwo — economic development. We were left
%apro_ached the Sdine County-City a asl know, it still standsasitwas.  there are no agenda items at all. weeks ago, just to expeditethepro-  to the Sde. We were asked to contrib-
uilding Authority about using com-  Ther€'sjust no place for them.” “Weve never been able to send cess” Duncan said. “Therearetimes  ute $15000 to the chamber and sit
mon space in the City-County Build- (an observer) to the regular county  in study sessions where we mest a chamber meetings and vote Ayé
ing but was rejected by a 42 vote. Journal was unfair commission mesetings, seyour before the televised sessonthat we  whenwe needed to, and (then) go
The three county commissioners ~ Regarding the Human Relations meetings are counted as (9to noon)  have dready gpproved it.” back acrossthe street. Now, we'rea
cadt three of the four votes against;  issue, Duncan said at the forum that  on Monday through Weonesday, and _ partner over there, and | think that's
the votes to gpprove came fromtwo  the Journal was unfair toward the nobody can sit there that long,” Zim-  County on ‘cutting edge’ going to make a huge difference in
city commissoners, countK commission. _ merman said. “Weve aways been Asked their thoughts on issues our community.”
Stephenson and Duncan had “It kept getting reported in the kind of curious how that meetsthe  that will face the county — other
contended that there was sufficient  mediaand in the SdinaJournal, in - (Kansas) Open Mestings Act.” than those that have beenreported  What? Another meeting?
elsawhere inthe building, but  particular, that it was those mean Stephenson pointed out that the on extensvely, such as the deveop- Zimmerman asked the county
aty offidds said using that space dd county commissioners, usthree  meeting agenda is available onthe  ment of Kerwood Park and the prob-  commissioners their thoughts on the
would require expensive renova- up here right now, complete with county’s Web site or by callingthe  lem of deteriorating bridges— Ste- groundwater contamination problem
tions, whereas the space they were  the horns, (who) wouldn't turn loose  county commission offi henson said the county needs to under the former Schilling Air Force
seeking would not. of just a gtore room,” Duncan said. _“If you try to rely on what's some- more aggressive in itseconomic  Base, which experts have said is
At Tuesday's meeting, Stephenson “Wal, no, that’s not the case. It was  times put in our local newspaper, development efforts. migrating toward city wells.
and Duncan said the city found avail-  the (Community) Access Tdevison  you would think we really weren't “If I hear that we gt at the cross- While acknowledgmg that the
able space soon fter their request control room, just the back hdlf. The  doing anything,” Stephenson said. roads of two Interstates one more meatter ison the city’'s plate and not
wes rejected. room is a shared joint aoaoe between  “But actualy, If you get onour Web  time, I'm going to scream,” hesaid.  the county’s, Stephenson said the
“That issue hasbeen resolved,” Se-  the city and coumyhdarfl itsstorage  Site or want to request an agenda, “We have to do something more than  gpproach has been too passive.

: there may be some specific items St a the — that' s exactly what weve Other communities have taken

ﬁ_henson sad. “Tha gaff personwas  space on the back _ ) _ _ . _ _
ired and in place about a wesk ago. Stephenson condluded the discuss that are of issue to you, and done in our community, weéve sata  action and figured out later how it's

ou
After areview of their floor space, son on city-county relati ons%sg/ét-t would be able to devote %Iy that the crossroads of two Interstates.” going to be paid for,” he said. “In our
er

the city happened to find an empty ing, “Were redly hoping to 30 minutes to an hour of timeto Barragree said she seesthe county  community, we Ssem to be more con-
affice on the second floor that satis- o come down and observe those. making strides. _ cerned about who's going to f|oay for
fied the needs of that individua.” We welcome visitors “We wdoome peopleto cometo our  “To me, we are progressing now, it, and we're going to argue for years
Duncan dso commented on the Zimmerman set off another round  office It's something we seldom see”  and the county needs to stay progres-  about who's going to pay for it, and
matter. . of spirited discussion when she. _ Sve and do some of these things then we're going to take action.
“The city of Sdinahad the questioned the way county meetings Could reduce meetings with economic development,” Bar- “The action needs to be taken firgt.
to begin with,” Duncen said. “If you  are structured. _ Duncan said state statute requires  ragree said. “ Sdine County isone of  Yau nesd to stop the migration of any
go down to the Human Relations Se sad theleague triesto have  that county commissons meet at the better countiesin the state asfar  of those chemicds. There arethings

office, it's been cramped anyway. The  observers present & meetings of key  least two days aweek, and it might ~ asbeing on the cutting edge of being  that can be done cu,rrentli/. Wichita
city really just needsto bitethe bul-  local entities, but it's nearly impos3- beagood ideato cut back in Sdine  progressve and dedling with some ~ hasaready donethings. It's not

let and redo the office down there, ble to do so with the county because Countz _ of these issues” rocket science; things could be done”
expand the department and give it of the large block of timethat would ~ “I think we could probably do it Duncan mentioned the county has~ “So, nothing's being done, is that

more room.” be required to do s0. two daysawesk,” Duncan said. “It's  more than doubled its contribution Whaetdyou’ re sying?" Zimmerman
~ The county commission meets just amatter of whetever the mgjor-  to the Salina Area Chamber of Com asked.

.. Uh, that’s not true informelly from 9 am. to noon Mo+ ity of commissoners determinesa  merce as part of the chamber'snew  “I think they’ve had alot of medt-

Kaye Crawford, executive director  day through Wednesday, or until the anxt/) particular time.” strategic plan for economic develop-  ings,” Stephenson said. “That'll
of the Human Rdations Commis- business of the day is concluded. uncan aluded to redundancy in -~ ment. [IJ_robany be aredly big quote for me.
son, heard about the coun_tly com- The sessons, which are & the the current system. As an example, Stephenson gave credit to Dennis hey've had alot of meetings, but
missioners commentson Tuesday ~ county commission office, are open he pointed ouit that at the “open Lauver, who was hired about ayear | haven't seen them remediate any-
and called the Journal to set the to the public, and the commission forum” commission meeting on ago asthe chamber’spresident and  thing out there. _
record straight. sometimes votes on matters that Tuesday morning, the commis- CEO. “But that's not exactly our issue.

“That isnot true,” Crawford ssid ~ come before it. It dso hasa“public  son had gpproved the purchase of “I've got to thank Dennis Lauver  It'sacity issue”



